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Jerry Rittenhouse 
When our friend Jeff Garis hooked us up with Jerry Ritten-
house, we had no idea what a tremendous blessing was in 
store. We had not even heard of the "Material Aid" network in 
the Atlantic Conference when we moved to Philadelphia and 
located the rambling old house we bought. But we did need a 
lot of material aid in the form of a fourth floor that we wanted 
to reclaim so that more partners could move to Philly to help 
us plant a church. 
At the end of September 1995, we called Jerry to see if he 
would be interested in mobilizing whatever forces he could to 
help us create a new floor in our very old house. He came to 
look over the job and ended up acting as a general contractor 
for the whole enterprise. He helped with the plans, he contact-
ed subcontractors for us, and he ordered materials. What's 
more, he prepared a construction schedule and recruited peo-
ple from all over Pennsylvania to help accomplish the plan— 
at least twenty-five answered the call at the last count. When 
people volunteered as a result of hearing at the Church Growth 
Dinners about what we were doing, he contacted them, too. He 
organized the whole crew. But that is not all; when the crew 
was present, so was Jerry. He not only came on Saturdays, he 
drove the forty minutes from Souderton during the week, 
too—sometimes when the road was bad enough to keep others 
at home. Now that we look back on it, we don't know what we 
would have done without Jerry. 
We tried to get a good picture of Jerry to include with this 
article, but he told us, "I don't pose and I don't smile." So 
what you see is about the best we 
could do. Actually, Jerry smiles a | 
lot. He is a pleasure to work with— 
always pleasant, even when things 
are going wrong or he is fixing 
something another person goofed up, 
or doing all the work himself 
because no one else can or will. He 
is hard to keep up with; he's always 
giving 110% to the job—like when 
he was perched precariously over the 
stairwell, holding up drywall with 
his head and nailing it using both 
hands, while Gwen waited below to 
try to catch him if he fell! We think 
he is specializing in being unassum-
ing (as a matter of fact, we hope this 
praise does not blow his cover!)—he 
just does what needs to be done, 
never demanding that anyone come 
alongside, not barking orders or crit-
icizing, just getting it done. Jerry 
told us several times that if people 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
in troduce to Visitor readers . 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
wanted a church in Philadelphia, as he'd heard talk about for 
years, then they needed to work for it. Jerry does! 
You probably know from your own experience that con-
tractors cost you about 30-40% of your project, so Jerry saved 
us a whopping amount right there by doing so much of the 
organizing for us. Then there is the cost of labor; he located 
workers and put in at least seven Saturdays (we lost count) 
himself. He managed to get us many materials at contractor's 
cost. It is humbling to realize that all those savings amount to 
a gift that needs to be used well for the advancement of the 
kingdom in Philadelphia. 
We understand that Jerry has done this before, too. He was 
joking with one of the friends he brought that we should give 
his friend a good lunch or he might not come back again. Jerry 
plans to come back and he hopes others will come with him. 
In fact, we heard of several other projects (the Refton Church 
among them) that were using this volunteer pool to get things 
done. It is a great inspiration to see people sharing across the 
usual boundaries of territory and comfort zones. 
It needs to be mentioned, in 
closing, that coming to our 
neighborhood in Philly is not a 
comfortable thing for everyone. 
Jerry had to secure the work 
truck very carefully, and was 
aware that there are some dan-
gers here. But he came. He 
braved the Schuykill Expressway 
and managed to get through the 
University of Penn campus and 
over to our neighborhood to be a 
neighbor to us. We are glad to let 
you hear about another of the 
Brethren in Christ who is really a 
brother. 
Rod and Gwen White, who wrote 
this article, are heading up the 
"Circle of Hope" church-planting 
project in Philadelphia, Pa. 
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General Conference 1996: 
"For the Glory of God" 
Gtmumy 
for f i f e Gk>ry 
God is might i ly at work in the 
wor ld! His glory is shown by the 
growth of his church. Here in North 
America there is a definite awakening 
beginning to move across the land. 
Signs of this revival are everywhere. 
Colleges have experienced sponta-
neous extended prayer times accom-
panied by repentance and great spiri-
tual renewal. Promise Keepers contin-
ues to attract huge crowds of men in 
stadiums all over the country, recently 
convening more than 40,000 pastors (l 
out of every 10 in America) for an 
exceptional season of worship and 
u n i f y i n g of pu rpose . C o n c e r t s of 
Prayer are being offered in scores of 
communit ies . The National Day of 
Prayer event on the first Thursday in 
May is gaining momentum year after 
year. Politicians are invoking Chris-
tian principles in most of their speech-
es. There is a sincere effort to return 
prayer to schools. Hundreds of thou-
sands of teens have signed "True Love 
Waits" commitment cards to practice 
abstinence until marriage. The list of 
encouragements grows daily! 
The Brethren in Christ are very 
much in tune with this awakening. Our 
published statement, "A Vision For 
The Future," says that our church lead-
ers are calling for a new thrust in evan-
gelism and discipleship in order to 
"foster a fellowship of believers whose 
objective is to worship and obey the 
triune God and to proclaim his gospel 
to all people." We are calling for "250 
Growing , Discipl ing, and Sending 
Congregations by A.D. 2000." 
This yea r ' s General Conference 
will use the theme "For the Glory of 
God" to address this vision of our 
by Ron Graff 
church family. Under this general 
theme we will focus on three aspects: 
Growing for His Glory, Discipling for 
His Glory, and Sending for His Glory. 
Here are some thoughts on the first 
of these: Growing for His Glory. 
One measure of growth is the num-
ber of churches in the denomination. 
We presently have 226 churches and 
are hoping to have at least 250. That is 
a gain of 24 congregations in the short 
time left to us before the end of the 
year 2000. That in itself is a worthy 
goal: 10% in less than five years. 
Another standard for growth looks 
not so much to the total number of 
churches, but to the spiritual health 
and vitality of the individual churches. 
The goal is not merely 250 churches, 
but 2 5 0 g r o w i n g c h u r c h e s ! T h a t 
m e a n s tha t e ach of the c h u r c h e s 
should experience the blessing of the 
Lord. Ideally, each Brethren in Christ 
Church will feel the surging power of 
God ' s presence and guidance in its 
day-to-day existence and in its public 
services. Each congregation will glo-
rify God by growing spiritually. 
Growing, discipling, and sending 
are three very closely related concepts. 
It is not poss ible to conceive of a 
healthy, growing church that achieves 
one of these without making signifi-
cant progress in the other two as well. 
This is illustrated in Acts 2:42-47. 
"They devoted themselves to the apos-
tles' teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was fil led with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs 
were done by the apostles...And the 
Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved." 
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The first church was a spiritually 
growing church. They were so effec-
tive that, in their own generation, they 
had succeeded in "turning the world 
upside down" (Acts 17:6). Here are 
some of the characteristics of such a 
growing church. 
Devotion to the 
apostles' teaching 
Doctrine (discipleship). A growing 
church is, first of all, a healthy church. 
Spir i tual hea l th depends on many 
things. One of the most important of 
these is strong doctrine (or teaching). 
This of course is the essence of disci-
pleship: the imparting of truth along 
with an example or model of what 
t ru th shou ld p r o d u c e in a ma tu re 
believer's life. In Matthew 28:18-20, 
the pr imary object ive of the Great 
C o m m i s s i o n is to make disc iples . 
Jesus himself showed that making dis-
ciples was a slow, sometimes difficult 
process. But in the end, if this is prop-
erly done, the result is worth all the 
effort. In 2 Timothy 2:2, the Apostle 
Paul instructed Timothy to teach oth-
ers what Paul had taught him. Those 
new disciples could then teach others 
also. The basis of discipleship must 
be knowledge of God's Word and the 
wil l ingness to share what we have 
learned with others. 
Vision. Another aspect of the apos-
tles' teaching is what we would call 
vision. The leadership of each local 
church must understand the Lord ' s 
leading and be able to communicate it 
to others in the church. Vision is not 
dec id ing what we want to see our 
churches do, but sensing what the 
Lord wants to do with his churches. 
Thus, we must look at what he has 
done in the past, and what he is doing 
in the present in our communities and 
in our fellowships. Vision is seeing 
the Lord at work and getting in step 
with him (John 5:17-20). 
Fellowship 
Unity. Fellowship has both a broad 
and a na r row scope . In the b road 
sense, all members of the body of 
Christ should have a sense of unity. 
Jesus' high priestly prayer for believ-
ers was, "that all of them may be one" 
(John 17:21). He gave a new com-
mandment to love one another, and 
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said, "By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one 
another" (John 13:35). Practice of this 
unity must go beyond denominations 
and ethnic barriers. 
Growth Groups. Fellowship has a 
narrow focus as well. It is the concept 
of small groups. Jesus' disciples were 
a small group. Many small gatherings 
are found in the Acts and the Epistles. 
The re is a level of o p e n n e s s and 
accountability in a small group that 
cannot be achieved by the corporate 
worship service of the church. 
The breaking of bread 
Whatever else a church does, it 
must never forget that it is comprised 
of redeemed individuals, bought by 
the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
People are looking for relevance in the 
c h u r c h , but they a l so n e e d th i s 
reminder that the essence of our sal-
vation is the vicarious death of Christ. 
Prayer 
Church historians have constantly 
taught us that periods of revival are 
preceded by and attended by earnest 
prayer gatherings. One of the most 
heartening signs of our times is the 
great increase in the interest and prac-
tice of prayer and fast ing. A local 
church that wants to grow spiritually 
healthy is a church that is committed 
to much prayer. 
A sense of awe 
Growing churches are assemblies 
where worship is a powerful, inspiring 
experience, leading people into the 
very presence of God. Worship styles 
may vary greatly from place to place 
and from time to time, but the neces-
sary result is to gain a glimpse of the 
Awesome One. Much attention should 
be given to this aspect of our corporate 
life. 
Wonders and signs 
An effective praying and worship-
ping church will undoubtedly also be 
one which witnesses the wonders and 
signs of answered prayer and changed 
lives. The testimony of those whose 
lives have been transformed by the 
saving work of Christ should be just as 
thrilling today as it was in the first 
century. Let us fully celebrate conver-
sions, baptisms, healings, and deci-
sions to serve the Lord. 
Evangelism 
Evangelism will be the result and 
by-product of all of the other charac-
ter i s t ics l is ted above. One young 
w o m a n w h o a t t e n d e d our W i n d , 
Water, and Word (a service of praise, 
baptisms, and testimonies), asked the 
person who brought her how she could 
have the same thing these people had. 
Her friend shared the gospel with her, 
and she accepted Christ before she left 
the building. 
How can we grow for his glory? 
Let us remember that Jesus said that 
he will build his own church (Matthew 
16:18). Let us allow him to lead us 
into the same world-changing prac-
tices he used with the first church. 
Then we will grow, and God will 
receive the glory! 
Ron Graff is senior pastor of the Alta 
Loma (Calif.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
Three Days 
Gloom hangs heavy as they walk 
reviewing days just past, 
their hopes for sovereignty 
betrayed, 
dispirited, downcast. 
A stranger joins them on the way 
and asks why so depressed. 
What he reveals renews their 
claim 
to peace and lasting rest. 
They had complained of visions 
gone, 
not yesterday, but three 
long days of grievous death 
and utter misery. 
But when, within their home, 
they saw 
the Lord they reckoned dead, 
three days turned into victory, 
his body broken bread. 




I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection... 
Context 
for Renewal 
There is a growing desire in the Brethren in Christ Church to exper ience a new and fresh 
work of God's Spirit. This spiritual 
yearning is being precipitated by a 
variety of converging factors. Histor-
ically, Brethren in Christ people have 
subscribed to an experiential, heart-
felt, pietistic expression of the Chris-
tian faith. A standing expectation for 
a vital, l i fe-changing relat ionship 
with the living God is woven into the 
fabric of what is understood as the 
normal Christian life. Mere form, tra-
dition, and religious observances will 
not satisfy a heart that has tasted of 
the Lord's power. Nothing short of 
"knowing Christ, the power of his 
resurrection," and to a lesser degree, 
"sharing in the fellowship of his suf-
ferings" (Philippians 3:10), will do. 
Secondly, it appears the denomi-
nation has come to a crossroads. A 
renewed emphasis on church growth 
is fo rc ing local congrega t ions to 
make a shift in the way evangelism, 
worship, and church life are prac-
ticed. Combined with the expecta-
tions of a "market driven" culture, 
this outward orientation means church 
services, programming, and congre-
gational life in general must become 
to some degree more culturally rele-
vant, attractive, and user friendly. 
Thirdly, there are church members, 
both old and new, who are dissatisfied 
with the theological status quo. In-
fluenced by a tradition of piety and 
instigated by encounters with several 
current experientially-oriented move-
ments, including the "charismatic 
movement," "third wave theology," 
and "signs and wonders evangelism," 
some local church members and pas-
tors are calling the church at large to 
embrace what they discern to be God's 
As the result of two actions of the 1994 
General Conference regarding renewal, the 
General Conference Board named a 13-mem-
ber Task Force on Renewal. This paper, "Con-
text for renewal, " was developed by the task 
force and presented to the General Confer-
ence Board. 
contemporary work in the world. 
While the aforementioned condi-
t ions are p res s ing the church to 
embark on an unfamiliar path, there 
are some members who want to pro-
ceed with caution. With such mem-
bers, there is genuine desire to see 
and exper ience spiritual renewal, 
evangelism, and God's miraculous, 
l i fechanging power. Such persons 
question the "scriptural authenticity" 
of much that is happening in North 
America in the name of Jesus. 
While it may be difficult to find a 
middle ground approach to spiritual 
renewal , it seems that a constant 
found within all that has been stated 
is a longing for heartfelt, life-trans-
forming religious experience. This 
essay will attempt to outline a context 
for renewal that is true to the Brethren 
in Christ Church's traditional roots 
and at the same time is open to God's 
fresh work taking place in the church 
beyond the Brethren in Christ. This 
paper will highlight, define, and pro-
pose a brief rationale for several spe-
cif ic d isc ip l ines for renewal that 
Brethren in Christ people can find 
c o m p a t i b l e wi th the i r h i s to r ica l 
be l ie fs . However, within each of 
these pract ices there will also be 
found potential for the Lord through 
his Spirit to do a new thing in the 
church's midst. 
What can we do to faci l i tate a 
renewal work of God in our individ-
ual and corporate lives? What specif-
ic practices might help us more con-
sistently realize our goal to become 
more deeply connected to our Lord 
for the work of discipleship and evan-
gelism? Historically, several disci-
plines have helped the church become 
more attuned and susceptible to the 
Lord's working in the world. These 
disciplines are repentance, rediscov-
ery of the Holy Spirit, renewed inter-
est in God's word, the reestablishment 
of genuine community, and the role of 
mission and service. 
However, as we consider the work 
of God in the world and among his 
people, it is important to remember a 
very significant point. The God of the 
Bible, who has revealed himself to 
the world most perfectly in the person 
of the L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , is a 
sovereign God. His grace and mercy 
cannot be earned. His good gifts are 
the result of his essential goodness. 
The re fo re , it would be wrong to 
assume that mere compliance to any 
spiritual formula, regardless of how 
correct it may be, will necessarily 
evoke from God the desired effect. It 
also would be presumptuous to think 
that God's interventions will be strict-
ly contingent upon following a spe-
cific set of guidelines. God's love and 
grace cannot and will not be held 
hostage to any legalistic criteria. 
Yet there are postures and prac-
tices in which believers may engage 
to make themselves more susceptible 
to God ' s grace and blessing. The 
prophet Isaiah helps us to see what 
we can do to experience the Lord's 
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blessing: 
Seek the Lord while he may 
be found; call on him while he is 
near. Let the wicked forsake his 
way and the evil man his 
thoughts. Let him turn to the 
Lord, and he will have mercy on 
him, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon. "For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, declares 
the Lord." (Isaiah 55:6-8) 
What follows is a brief review of 
several disciplines that have served 
God's people in past generations. 
Repentance 
If there is any one posture that has 
proven to be a channel through which 
G o d ' s g race and r e n e w i n g p o w e r 
flows, it is the posture of repentance. 
In both the Old and New Testaments, 
the call to and response of repentance 
has preceded the f resh outpourings 
of God ' s Spirit and blessing. From 
the time of the prophets to Peter's ser-
mon at Pentecost, right on up to the 
revivals being experienced through 
the world today, when God ' s people 
humble themselves, confess their sin 
and need, and turn back to God for 
d e l i v e r a n c e a n d g u i d a n c e , G o d 
responds with blessing and renewal 
(2 Chronicles 7:14). 
In a related word, the late A.W. 
Tozer reminds us that "Miracles fol-
low the plow" (Tozer, p. 19). When 
God ' s people in all humil i ty open 
their hearts to the disturbing, pene-
trating, and plow-like activity of his 
Spirit and word, they become sus-
ceptible to the holiness, productivity, 
and f rui t fulness God desires to ac-
complish in their lives. When God 's 
people turn away f rom their indepen-
dent, rebellious ways and recognize 
anew that they have been set apart by 
God fo r the "p ra i se of his g l o r y " 
(Ephesians 1:12), their reward is life 
and true spiritual blessing. (See Acts 
3:26.) 
Rediscovery of the Holy Spirit 
The church is in desperate need of 
Christians who have been touched by 
God, those for whom prayer is not a 
tedious formali ty but a way of life 
(Pinnock) . It needs bel ievers who 
understand that in their own strength 
they can never realize or accomplish 
all they have been called by God to 
be and do. In other words, the church 
needs people who long and pray with 
all their hearts for a Spirit-empow-
ered faith. Jesus taught this truth in a 
variety of ways, but possibly no more 
poignantly than when in summary of 
his teaching on prayer in Luke 11, he 
said, "If you then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!" Accord-
ing to Jesus, the focus of the Lord 's 
prayer is the gift of the Spirit. Not 
until the church realizes the need to 
pray so that it may be empowered 
f rom on high, not until the church 
opens itself up to the sovereign rule 
of Jesus through his Spirit 's activity 
in the church's midst, will the renew-
al winds blow upon the church. 
Renewed interest 
in God's Word 
Linked inseparably to the work of 
G o d ' s Spir i t in the chu rch is the 
renewed commitment to God's Word. 
The apostle Paul demonstrates this 
fact by using phrases like "be filled 
with the Spirit" and "let the word of 
Chr is t dwel l in you r ich ly" inter-
changeably in the parallel passages 
of Ephes i ans f ive and Co loss i ans 
three. The importance of God's Word 
has a lso been h igh l i gh t ed by the 
church in its ancient counci ls and 
confessions. One such council in 381 
A.D. had this to say: 
The church was founded upon the 
t e ach ings of the apos t les and the 
Lord. Faithfulness to this standard is 
one of the marks of the true church. 
The church must ever be confronted 
w i th th i s m e s s a g e and t a u g h t to 
believe and confess it. The New Tes-
tament canon is therefore the means 
by which the church discerns the spir-




S i n c e the b e g i n n i n g , G o d has 
demonstrated his interest in creating 
community. His call to Abraham in 
the early chapters of Genesis was a 
promise to bring forth a nation (Gen-
esis 12:1-3). The church, whose ori-
gin is in Abraham's seed, testifies to 
the Lord 's continued interest in cre-
ating a people. Therefore, communi-
ty will be a vital dimension of any 
renewal which is rooted in God. In 
fact, whenever believers gather in the 
name of his Son, Jesus Christ, par-
ticularly with a view toward recon-
ciliation, the promise of Jesus is to 
reside in their midst (Matthew 18:19-
20). This word echoes that of the 
psalmist who reminds us that when 
brothers and sisters dwell together in 
unity, the Lord commands his bless-
ing of eternal life (Psalm 133). A 
comment about the community God 
desires to create might be helpful at 
this point. 
Scripturally, the community has a 
very specific role and function in the 
purposes of God. It is a place where 
God's manifold wisdom is revealed 
(Ephesians 3:10). Forgiveness, grace, 
healing, and reconciliation are admin-
istered through the proclamation of 
the good news and through the pres-
ence of God's Spirit (John 20:21-23). 
T h e prac t ices of bap t i sm and the 
Lord's Supper attest to these realities. 
Addit ional ly, the member s of this 
c o m m u n i t y a l so m i n i s t e r to o n e 
another as a kingdom of priests (1 
Peter 2:9). 
The basis for entering this com-
m u n i t y is the t w o - f o l d p e r s o n a l 
response of repentance (acknowledg-
ing that I have s inned ) and fa i th 
(receiving salvation by grace through 
faith in Christ 's redemptive victory 
over sin, death, and the devil). Con-
tinuing in communi ty involves the 
ongoing responses of honestly con-
fess ing our sins to each other and 
affirming that all believers have been 
called to be saints, holy and fruitful 
continued on page 9 
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Reflections on the Promise Keepers 
Clergy Conference for Men 
It was my privilege to take part in 
an event that was unprecedented in 
the history of the Protestant church 
in North America. From February 
13-15, 1996, 45,000 male pastors 
met together in Atlanta 's Georgia 
Dome. It was a remarkable time of 
renewal, revival, reconciliation, 
worship, celebration, and prayer. I 
believe this meeting was a neces-
sary precursor to the next "Great 
Awakening" that we have been 
expecting to sweep our nation. In 
1741, Jonathan Edwards said, 
"Ministers should act as fellow-
helpers in their great work. It should 
be seen that they exert themselves 
with one heart and soul, and with 
united strength...and to that end 
should often meet together and act 
in concert." 
Pastors were present representing 
every major racial group, nearly 
every denomination, and about a 
dozen countries. Bishop John Haw-
baker and I counted about 70 Breth-
by Thomas Kershner 
ren in Christ pastors we know who 
were in attendance as well! The 
amazing thing about such a gather-
ing was that we all got along! Even 
though there was a wide variety of 
beliefs and practices, the atmo-
sphere was one of harmony, broth-
erhood, and great joy. A key theme 
was "In the essentials, unity; in the 
non-essentials, diversity; in all 
things, charity." 
The theme of the conference, 
taken from Paul 's exhortation to the 
"...all are precious 
in his sight..." 
by Dan Keefer 
From our earliest days in Sunday School we have 
learned that "Jesus loves the little children of the 
world. Red and yellow, black and white, all are pre-
cious in his sight." This is a truth the Christian church 
has forgotten (if in fact she ever put the truth fully 
into practice) over the years. In the Thursday after-
noon session at the 1996 Clergy Conference, steps 
were taken to facilitate racial reconciliation. The 
means of establishing harmony between races were 
not sociological or political, but theological. 
Raleigh Washington, senior pastor of Flock of Our 
Salvation Evangelical Free Church in Chicago, 
preached on the topic of "The Pastor and Racial Har-
mony." Washington prescribed reconciliation as the 
antidote to bitterness. He challenged pastors to pur-
sue four principles for reconciliation (the principles 
are not for pastors alone). 
The first is to make a commitment to a cross-cul-
tural relationship. This commitment mirrors that of 
marriage; conflict is inevitable while divorce is not an 
option. 
The second principle is intentionality. Racial rec-
onciliation requires stepping out of our comfort zone 
and into an unfamiliar world. This will require 
planned activity. It will not simply "just happen." 
Third, we must possess sincerity. We must seek to 
be vulnerable with one another and truthful. 
The fourth principle, empowerment, is the heart of 
racial reconciliation. This new relationship is nur-
tured through repentance and forgiveness. Empower-
ment is the result of releasing one another f rom bit-
terness, blame, and guilt. 
Reconciliation was given a human face in the min-
utes following the message. Individual men repre-
senting white Americans (or brothers of the "lighter 
hue" as Washington referred to us), African Ameri-
cans, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and His-
panics sought and granted forgiveness to those repre-
senting the other races present. Following this, all 
African-American clergy were called to the front of 
the stadium as all the other men cheered them on, just 
as pastors are called forward at the other Promise 
Keeper events. I was moved in a way I never have 
been before. Standing above the field, I was witness 
to a great celebration of unity and oneness among 
diversity of culture and race. I imagine heaven will be 
like this. 
Let us return to the truth of that childhood song 
and love not only all the children of the world as 
Jesus does, but the teenagers and adults as well. 
Dan Keefer is associate pastor of the Refton Brethren in Christ 
Church in Refton, Pa. 
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young pastor Timothy, was "Fan 
into Flame." "For this reason I 
remind you to fan into f lame the 
gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands. 
For God did not give us a spirit of 
timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love, and of self-discipline" (2 
Tim. 1:6-7). 
We received many helpful 
insights with regard to strengthen-
ing the key elements of our disci-
pleship. We were encouraged to 
find prayer partners to whom we 
could be accountable for our spiri-
tual formation and development. 
We were given helpful input in the 
vital areas of strengthening our 
marriage and family life as well as 
our life of personal discipleship. In 
all, it was a valuable and unforget-
table experience. 
As pastors, we were exhorted to 
renew the passion of our calling to 
our families, to unity in the body of 
Christ, and to personal renewal that 
will lead the Church into a much-
needed and lasting revival. Such a 
spirit of joy, peace, and unity was 
present in the Georgia Dome dur-
ing those days that I know we were 
on holy ground, in the presence of 
our holy God. There were many 
times during the conference when I 
expected visible tongues of f lame 
to descend upon each of the partic-
ipants as happened on the first day 
of Pentecost. 
I believe revival is coming to 
our land and I believe that Promise 
Keepers is being used as a tool in 
the hand of God to prepare the 
way for, or to initiate, that revival. 
I went to Atlanta expecting and 
desiring something of a personal 
Pentecost. I deeply desired a per-
sonal revival and renewal. I want-
ed God to do something to me that 
would forever change me and 
make me a better husband and 
father, as well as a more effective 
pastor. 
In a way, I came away disap-
pointed. I wanted to be changed 
passively, but even Paul, in his 
exhortation to Timothy, reminded 
us that we must fan the flame. "For 
God did not give us a spirit of 
timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love, and of self-discipline." I was 
affirmed that God had already put 
the flame in my heart. However, 
what I do with that f lame comes 
down to a cooperation between 
God 's spirit in my heart and my 
own commitments and self-disci-
pline. My naive hope was akin to 
desiring the easy approach to low-
ering my weight and cholesterol: 
just give me a pill that will make it 
simple, effortless and painless. 
Unfortunately, the things in life 
that really matter just don ' t work 
out that way. 
Ian Murray, in Revival and 
Revivalism, has said, "What hap-
pens in revivals is not to be some-
thing miraculously different f rom 
the regular experience of the 
church. The difference lies in 
degree, not kind. In an out-pouring 
of the Spirit, spiritual influence is 
more wide-spread, convictions are 
deeper, and feelings more intense; 
but all this is only a highlighting of 
normal Christianity." 
In many ways it was a foretaste 
of heaven. Our times of worship 
led me to weep tears of joy in 
anticipation of heaven. As in 
John's vision in Revelation 7, there 
was indeed a great multitude gath-
ered in the name of Jesus, wor-
shipping before the throne and cel-
ebrating unity in the Body of 
Christ. 
"After this I looked and there 
before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, f rom 
every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, standing before the 
throne and in front of the Lamb.... 
And they cried out in a loud voice: 
'Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, and to the 
L a m b ' " (Rev. 7:9-10). 
Thomas R. Kershner is the pastor of the 
Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ Church in 
Ohio. 
Context for renewal... 
continued from page 7 
through faith in Jesus and through the 
indwelling presence of his Holy Spir-
it. As the church experiences this type 
of community, the church becomes a 
beachhead for evangelism and out-
reach. 
Role of mission and service 
The church experiences renewal 
and a f resh manifestat ion of God ' s 
grace as it reaches out beyond itself in 
obedience to the Lord who created it. 
"God works as his people live daring-
ly; he ceases when they no longer 
need his aid" (Tozer, p. 23). The gift 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit are for 
service to the body and the world. As 
the church stretches beyond its com-
fort zones in faith and obedience to 
the great commission to make disci-
ples, as it seeks to serve the world 
with deeds of love and compassion, it 
receives f rom the Lord that which is 
necessary to accomplish its task. In 
the words of J. Hudson Taylor, the 
19th century missionary doctor to the 
Orient, "God 's work done God 's way 
will not lack God's supply." Although 
this statement was made with refer-
ence to financial resources, it is just as 
true with regard to God 's supply of 
spiritual resources. However, to prove 
God to be true to this m a x i m , the 
church must be about the business of 
making disciples of all nations. 
It is wi th in this context , whe re 
God's people are repentant, hungry, 
and open to his Spirit's influence, true 
to his word, and living in community 
with a sense of mission and service to 
each other and the world, that the 
renewing graces of God are m a d e 
man i fes t . It is our convic t ion that 
within the context of these practices, 
the church will experience renewal 
and be equipped with all that is nec-
essary to accomplish God's work in 
the world. 
References 
Pinnock, Clark. Three Keys to Spiritual 
Renewal: A Challenge to the Church (Min-
nesota: Bethany House Publishers, 1985). 
Tozer, A.W., Paths to Power (Pennsylva-
nia: Christian Publications). 
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NAE Annual Convention 
Evangelical leaders 
strategize in unity 
Reflecting its commitment to the 
cause of Christ worldwide, the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE) has 
publicly released "An Evangelical 
Manifesto: A Strategic Plan for the 
Dawn of the 21st Century" at its 54th 
Annual Convention held March 3-5, 
1996, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
The manifesto calls all evangelicals 
to prayer, repentance and reform, unity 
and cooperation, evangelism, and cul-
tural impact. It adds that NAE "will 
offer its networking services to these 
cooperative efforts so that the world 
which needs Christ will be confronted 
with his love and truth." 
To expand and expedite NAE's 
commitment to this action, President 
Don Argue has appointed a task force 
that will recommend new courses of 
action designed both to advance the 
biblical mandate for unity within the 
body of Christ and to improve NAE's 
ability to assist its own membership in 
such growth. 
NAE officially adopted an historic 
document, a "Statement of Con-
science," on worldwide religious perse-
cution. The statement reflects NAE's 
deep concern for the religious freedom 
of fellow believers as well as people of 
every faith. "We are disappointed that 
President Clinton chose not to accept 
our invitation to come to our conven-
tion and address how his administration 
intends to curtail the worldwide perse-
cution of Christians and others," said 
President Argue. "We will continue to 
press the White House and the 
Congress to take up this ongoing evil," 
he added. NAE's "Statement of Con-
science" encourages among other 
things the appointment of a special 
Presidential advisor for religious liber-
ty, and the rescinding of foreign aid to 
countries that do not act to stop reli-
gious persecution. 
Convention delegates also adopted 
an official policy condemning any col-
laboration between missionaries or 
employees with intelligence agencies. 
The action was prompted by recent tes-
timony of CIA Director John Deutch 
before the Senate Select Intelligence 
Committee about an apparent loophole 
in CIA rules that allows the U.S. spy 
agency to solicit clergy and missionar-
ies for covert work overseas. 
"We want it clearly understood that 
for intelligence agencies to seek any 
relationship whatsoever with our reli-
gious workers must be unequivocally 
prohibited," said Argue. "Even the pos-
sibility of a so-called 'loophole' in CIA 
rules is unacceptable," he emphasized. 
In his final address to the NAE con-
stituency, outgoing NAE chairman 
David L. Rambo asked some difficult 
questions and suggested some potential 
roles for the future of the association. 
He said we should recognize that 
"much of our organizational separate-
ness speaks more for the impact of 
The church needs to stretch 
"Reaching America—One Voice in Unity" was the 
theme for the 54th annual convention of NAE in Min-
neapolis on March 3-5. The concern for unity in the body 
of Christ was focused in the words of Jesus, "so that the 
world might believe" (John 17:20-23). 
Observing a mostly white crowd, it was clear that the 
church needs to stretch, particularly in the area of racial 
unity. On the positive side, there was an increasing sense of 
need for cooperation among Christians and denominations 
in sharing the gospel. While we tend to hear what we want, 
nonetheless I was impressed with the repeated call for 
moderation and balance in areas of politics and social con-
cerns. Several speakers challenged the church to our 
responsibility in the biblical issues of justice. 
Under the new leadership of Don Argue, president of 
NAE, some noticeable changes are occurring. The format 
of the convention was more focused, with few options for 
the luncheon meetings. The board of directors (formerly 
the board of administration) now meets prior to the annual 
conference rather than twice a year. Because of this, the 
executive and the staff will assume more responsibility for 
by Harvey R. Sider 
the hands-on administration of NAE. Efforts continue to 
effect racial reconciliation, both by meetings representing 
people from the National Black Evangelical Association 
and the National Association of Evangelicals and by bring-
ing more minorities into the programming of the conven-
tion. The possibility of establishing one office in Washing-
ton rather than maintaining both Wheaton and Washington 
locations was given approval in principle. 
A Statement of Conscience addressed the issue of 
world-wide religious persecution, especially of Christians, 
with scores of thousands being martyred each year. An 
Evangelical Manifesto provides "a strategic plan for the 
dawn of the 21st century." Both of these papers are avail-
able from NAE or my office. 
The 55th meeting is scheduled for Orlando on March 4-
7, 1997. This is a midweek occasion, which is a change 
from the past several years when the conference was held 
beginning on a Sunday. 
Harvey R. Sider is the Brethren in Christ representative to NAE. 
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American radical individualism than 
from the biblical mandate for unity." 
Rambo concluded, "Evangelical unity is 
the reason for NAE's existence. Bibli-
cally, unity is not an option. Practically, 
evangelical impact is well beneath its 
potential, and can be greatly enhanced 
when we unite to do what we cannot 
possibly do separately. NAE has been 
the only body that proposes to speak for 
evangelicals and now stands at a place 
of growing possibility for unity and 
influence." 
NAE President Don Argue said that 
now is the time for NAE to press for-
ward as it builds on its 54-year heritage. 
NAE's opportunities, he stressed, are far 
greater than its problems. Argue called 
evangelicals to action, repentance and 
reform, and leadership in unity and 
cooperation. "This is a defining moment 
for NAE," Argue concluded. Pointing to 
the convention theme of "Reaching 
America," Argue said, "It can happen, 
and with God's help, it will happen." 
Evangelicals closed their 54th Annu-
al Convention with an inspirational 
message by Bill McCartney, the founder 
of Promise Keepers. McCartney, who 
founded Promise Keepers on the twin 
elements of revival and discipleship, 
also received NAE's Layperson of the 
Year Award. It has been presented 
annually since 1961 to someone who 
demonstrates leadership in evangelical 
activity and thought, rooted in a life that 
demonstrates Christian character and 
commitment. 
Also honored during the convention 
were Millard Fuller, Paul Toms, and 
Carl F.H. Henry. Though he was unable 
to attend, Billy Graham received a Life-
time Achievement Award for a lifetime 
of faithful service. 
Other plenary speakers included 
author Jill Briscoe and evangelist Luis 
Palau. Briscoe serves on the board of 
directors for both World Relief and 
Christianity Today and serves with her 
husband, Stuart, at Elmbrook Church in 
Brookfield, Wis. Palau, who has spoken 
face-to-face to 11 million people in 63 
nations, challenged convention attenders 
with the importance of re-evangelizing 
America's cities. 
John Allan Knight, a general superin-
tendent of the Church of the Nazarene, 
keyed off Romans 1 during his message 
during the opening worship service. He 
powerfully declared that there is hope 
for America because Christ is alive. 
Evangelicals are "debtors" because of 
Christ's work, Knight said. He called on 
evangelicals to be dedicated to the 
gospel. Only when they are willing for 
service or sacrifice will America be 
reached, he said. 
Joseph M. Stowell, the president of 
Moody Bible Institute, led morning 
Bible studies on two days. He asked the 
convention attenders to consider 
whether evangelicals have eroded the 
cause of eternity by alienating people 
who need to know Christ. "It's the out-
come of righteousness that proves our 
rightness. It's hard to argue with lives 
that are changed." 
The NAE is a voluntary association 
of individuals, denominations, churches, 
schools, and organizations comprised of 
approximately 42,500 congregations 
nationwide from 47 member denomina-
tions, and individual congregations from 
an additional 26 denominations, as well 
as several hundred independent church-
es. The membership of the association 
includes 245 parachurch ministries and 
educational institutions. Through the 
cooperative ministry of these members, 
NAE directly and indirectly benefits 
over 27 million people. The association 
maintains its national offices in Carol 
Stream, 111., and an office for govern-
mental affairs in Washington. 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
FAMILY ACTIVITY CALENDAR-1996 
A number of people have expressed interest in knowing the names of the 
missionary children whose pictures appear on the 1996 Family Activity Cal-
endar. 
Cover. Beginning a t the 12:00 position and proceeding clockwise are: 
Caleb Smith (England), Tandi Book (Colombia), Philip Bert 
(Nicaragua), Allison Book (Colombia), Ryan and Lesley Andricks 
(Malawi), David Geiger (Colombia), Anna Eberhard (Honduras), 
Alien Brubaker (Thailand), Matthew Bert (Nicaragua), Mark and 
Alicia Brubaker (Thailand), Christina Bundy (Spain), Joy Newcomer 
(Zimbabwe), Eli Smith (England), and Sarah Holland (Venezuela). 
Inside cover: Victoria Holland (Venzuela) 
January: Christina Bundy (Spain) 
February: Ryan Andricks (Malawi) 
March: Eli and Caleb Smith (England) 
April: Joshua Bundy (Spain) 
May: Sarah Holland and Joanna Geiger (Venezuela/Colombia) 
June: Philip Bert (Nicaragua) 
July: Joy and Hope Newcomer (Zimbabwe) 
August: Nathan Geiger (Colombia) 
September: Allen Brubaker (Thailand) 
October: Matthew Bert (Nicaragua) 
November: Rebecca Geiger (Columbia) 
December: Alex Holland (Venezuela) 
January 1997: Anna Eberhard (Honduras) 
February 1997: Amy, Donnie, and Michelle Shenk (Zimbabwe) 
March 1997: Philip and Ryan Bert, David Geiger (Nicaragua/Colombia) 
A few remaining copies of the 1996 Calendar are available for purchase 
($2.40 U.S./$3.20 Canadian, plus shipping and handling). Contact Evangel Pub-
lishing House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550; phone (219) 773-3164. 
Quantities are limited. 
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Zambian church requests 






















The Zambian Brethren in Christ 
churches are asking for prayer for 
adequate rain in March and April , 
critical months in the growing sea-
son. Ten years of inadequate rainfall, 
and severe droughts in 1992 and 1995 
in Zambia's southern provinces, where 
the major i ty of Brethren in Christ 
live, have cha l lenged the church ' s 
emotional and spiritual resources. 
Late last year Enock Shamapani, 
bishop of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Zambia , said, "We knew it was 
going to be bad, but not this bad. We 
have seen malnutrition in adults that 
we did not see before . " His wi fe , 
Lastina, echoed his concern. "When I 
go out with the immunization team, I 
see the evidence of hunger in some of 
the women. Most of the children are 
losing weight." 
Bishop Shamapani reports that as 
gove rnmen t aid has dwind led and 
f o o d p rogram suppl ies exhaus ted , 
more people are walking miles to his 
o f f i c e each day a s k i n g f o r f o o d . 
Needing to respond to hungry peo-
ple on a daily basis has been emo-
t iona l ly and sp i r i tua l ly d ra in ing . 
Zambian Christians are tired, but they 
are also quick to thank God for the 
spiritual lessons they've learned dur-
ing hard times and for the assistance 
t h e y ' v e rece ived f r o m Mennon i t e 
Central Committee. 
Mrs. Shamapani also speaks of 
people coming to their home to ask 
for food. She notes this is the second 
time since her husband has been bish-
op that the church faced drought and 
hunger. "We are really thankful," she 
says, "for the way M C C has helped 
the church and the community in the 
southern province during these two 
times that we have had drought." 
Even though more rain has fallen 
so far this season than all of last year, 
in some places it has been either too 
much at once or not enough at the 
right time. March and April are cru-
cial . Dur ing these m o n t h s rain is 
needed to help the tasseled maize 
mature completely. At the same time, 
as in-country food supplies are inad-
equate to non-existent, Zambians are 
tempted to eat immature maize. If 
they eat the maize before it matures, 
they will have less to store until next 
year 's crops are harvested, and the 
cycle of inadequate supplies will con-
tinue. 
Missionaries and church leaders in 
Z a m b i a repor t hungry peop le are 
coming to their doors daily asking for 
food. In many cases, especially for 
pastors and teachers whose salaries 
are low and who are having difficul-
ty feeding their own families, giving 
food to others means they might not 
have enough to eat. As Christians, 
they desire to share with those in 
need. Also, Zambian tradition calls 
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for extending hospitality to everyone 
regardless of personal circumstances. 
MCC's latest aid came in Decem-
ber in the form of 31 additional metric 
tons of seed. Earlier last year, $1.3 
million Cdn./$1 million U.S. worth of 
f o o d and seed w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d , 
including shipments from the Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank. This assis-
tance, while deeply appreciated by the 
Zambian church, has not been enough 
to meet demand. There are stories not 
only of a village chief in the Macha 
area breaking down in tears of joy 
when he and his village received food 
aid, but also of commotions on mis-
sion compounds when the amount of 
food was not e n o u g h to ca re for 
everyone's needs. 
MCC continues to request funds to 
support drought relief efforts in Zam-
bia. Contributions can be mailed to 
any M C C o f f i c e , and s h o u l d be 
marked "5647-2001." 
When asked what has been most 
difficult during this drought and what 
has given them strength, Zambians 
emphasize their reliance on a God 
who answers prayer. "It is really hard 
to penetrate through to people with 
the gospel if they are suffering," says 
Tuma Hamakungandu, a teacher at 
Sikalongo Bible Institute. "We should 
not ignore the physical needs of peo-
ple, but we need to give them hope 
that is only found in Christ Jesus. 
When student pastors come asking 
questions about the physical predica-
ments of people, it is difficult to give 
them an appropriate answer. I encour-
age them to pray for people, but that is 
like you are suspending the problem 
rather than actually tackling it." 
Just as in 1992, when the Zambian 
church experienced growth as a result 
of a severe drought that brought peo-
ple to God and to the church, this 
drought has confirmed the importance 
of faith. Right now, however, Zam-
bians are growing weary and need 
North Amer ican Mennon i t e s and 
Brethren in Christ to pray for them 
and their country—for rain, for phys-
ical, emotional, and spiritual strength 
and patience, and for enough food to 
last until the harvest is ready. 
Harriet Sider Bicksler of Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., is a member-at-large on the MCC U.S. 
board and a member of the Grantham (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. She assisted in the 
production of "Double Harvest," a 16-minute 
MCC video about the Zambian churches' min-
istry during the 1992 drought. This video is 




Erin was born in Salem, Oregon, 
to Warren and Connie Hof fman . 
When she was three years old, her 
family moved to Navajo Mission in 
New Mexico, where her father was 
principal and pastor. At age seven, 
she moved to Oklahoma City where 
her family was involved in church-
planting. After ten years in Okla-
homa City, Erin and her family, 
which includes three younger sis-
ters—Brooke, Carrie, and Laurel— 
moved to Elizabethtown, Pa., when 
her father became bishop of the 
Atlantic Regional Conference. Erin 
later was graduated from Messiah 
College where she had majored in 
Elementary Education and minored 
in Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL). 
During her college years, Erin 
spent the summers as a camp coun-
selor at Kenbrook Bible Camp and, 
later, Water Street Rescue Mission 
Youth Camp. Those years gave her 
valuable experience, not only in 
working with children, but also in 
practicing her Spanish. It was then 
that Erin set a goal to become flu-
ent in the Spanish language, not 
r e a l i z i n g j u s t how soon that 
would become necessary! 
During her first summer as a 
counselor, Erin experienced a 
time of deeper spiritual growth 
and greater intimacy with God. 
She asked God to continue this 
growth and the Holy Spirit did 
do his work in her, drawing her 
closer to Jesus throughout her 
college years. 
Erin has always been willing for 
the Lord to send her anywhere. So, 
when the time came to search for a 
place to live and work, she knocked 
on many doors. She was not expect-
ing the d o o r to t e a c h i n g in 
V e n e z u e l a to open up! Yet in 
numerous ways, God drew Erin to 
the city of Caracas, Venezuela, so 
that she could say with certainty, 
"This is where God wants me at 
this time." 
Erin began elementary school at 
the Navajo Mission School in New 
M e x i c o , w h e r e her f i r s t g r a d e 
teacher led her to the Lord. Now 
she is again returning to a mission 
school, only this time as a teacher! 
After nine months of Spanish study 
at Rio Grande Bible Institute in 
Texas, Erin will begin a three-year 
term teaching missionary children 
at Academia Cristiana Internacional 
de Caracas (ACIC) in Caracas , 
Venezuela. 
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od at work in our world 
"There has been 
greater hunger 
than ever before." 
Rachel Copenhaver—Sikalongo Rural 
Health Center, Zambia 
Since we had poor rains the previous 
year (1994), we knew there would be 
hunger. In May 1995 we started getting a 
list of all families who would need assis-
tance during 1995. In our area it came to 
26,000 people. We have been so grateful 
to MCC (Mennonite Central Committee) 
for the early assistance they gave to the 
Brethren in Christ church in getting maize 
(corn) for Sikalongo, Macha, and Chikan-
ta areas. We started helping 10% of our 
areas in July 1995, trying to help the most 
needy. Many of the headmen had their 
village families take turns so more would 
have a chance of getting some food. We 
began to get some maize from the gov-
ernment in October 1995, and then we 
could assist everyone. MCC also gave 
beans for consumption, and seeds for 
planting maize, sorghum, and groundnuts 
Brethren in Christ member 
says "Yes" to YES in Nigeria 
Melissa Nissly, Lancaster, Pa., will 
leave in April for an eight-month term of 
service with Youth 
Evangelism Service 
(YES) team to Nigeria. 
The YES team is spon-
sored by Eastern Men-
nonite Missions, Salun-
ga, Pa. She spent Jan-
uary 15 to April 11 in 
training at the YES Discipleship Training 
Center, Baltimore, Md. 
Melissa, daughter of Glenn and Joanne 
Nissly, Lancaster, is a 1995 home school 
graduate, Lancaster, and is a member of 
Millersville Brethren In Christ Church. 
She served on the 1993 Summer Training 
and Actions Teams (STAT) team to Flori-
da. 
Melissa and three other members of 
the YES team will serve with Living 
Word Ministries in southeast Nigeria as 
teacher's assistants, with evangelism 
teams, and in youth ministry. 
(peanuts). We also got seeds from the 
government. The World Food Program is 
helping the government with getting the 
maize. The amount of maize given to the 
people has been reduced compared to 
other years. Thus it has been a very diffi-
cult year for the people. There has been 
greater hunger than ever before. There 
are many places outside of Sikalongo 
whose people come pleading for us to 
come and give food. It is difficult when 
we are unable to help them. Here the peo-
ple work on the community projects two 
days a week and receive food after three 
weeks. (See the article on page 12 of this 
issue.) 
Hospitality—God's 
grace gift at work 
Merly Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
With the Christmas holidays, we had 
plenty of visitors for special events. On 
December 16 we hosted a Christmas 
party with 25 people present. Many of 
them we had never seen before. On the 
24th of December we celebrated the tra-
ditional Christmas dinner with 15 guests 
for dinner at 11:00 p.m. (this is not a mis-
print). Most of the guests stayed until the 
next day since public transport ended at 
9:30 p.m. The following week another 
group gathered at our apartment to bring 
in the New Year. On January 6, Three 
Kings Day, we hosted a meal for the 
emerging leadership of the church. Dur-
ing all of this the Lord brought a young 
woman to our home for a week. Melody, 
from the States, was stranded in Spain for 
a week during one of our busiest times. 
Melody was excellent with the kids and 
was helpful around the house. 
Before baby's 
first Sunday 
Rachel Kibler—Choma, Zambia 
On Sunday, February 4, Rachel attend-
ed her first gathering when women of the 
church officially welcome a new baby to 
the church. They visit the home, carry the 
baby around the outside of the house, sing 
and celebrate, then have a short medita-
tion, and generally encourage the mother. 
In this instance the babies were numbers 
seven and eight. They were identical twin 
boys. What a celebration! The custom is 
that they do not bring the babies to church 
until this official welcome has taken 
place. Rachel found out after she was 
there that she was the special speaker for 
the afternoon. This event is a very affirm-
ing experience for the mother. When cake 
was served the mother cried, a very 
unusual emotion, not often seen in Zam-
bia. 
This isn't what 
was planned... 
John Sider—Bihar, India 
Each Saturday teams of students (about 
6 per team) from Allahabad Bible Semi-
nary (ABS) go to various parts of the city 
for literature distribution. Those are the 
days when thousands are in the city for 
special bathing rites in the Ganges and so 
religious fervor is high. 
On Saturday, January 20, 1996, mili-
tant Hindus met these teams from ABS 
and attacked them. So far as we know 
there were no serious injuries, but the 
young fellows were beaten, and their lit-
erature, gospel portions, and tracts were 
snatched from them, torn, and scattered. 
This isn't quite the way that literature 
distribution was planned, but we pray that 
even the torn and scattered messages will 
be picked up and read and bear fruit. 
God at work 
in India 
Rev. Bijoy Roul—Orissa, India 
Rev. Roul, in his April to September 
1995 report, states, "In total we have 
approximately 40 preaching points. Our 
church planters share about Christ and 
distribute tracts at these points. Some-
times they even spend the night to talk 
with the people. Through Adult Literacy 
Programmes they teach and preach the 
gospel. When people want to know more 
about Christ, our church planters arrange 
Seekers' Conferences. 
"Our missionaries (nationals) have 
contacted 270 seekers. Seventy-two peo-
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pie accepted the Lord. Seven people took 
baptism in Narayanpatha. One hundred 
and two people are ready for baptism." 
Bangkok update 
The Brubakers—Bangkok, Thailand 
The Brubakers report having spent 
considerable time with a university senior 
who has expressed a desire to know more 
about the Lord. The student has asked for 
2-3 Bible studies each week and is full of 
questions. She understands clearly the 
cost of discipleship and is wrestling with 
the implications of her family situation. 
The Brubakers have so many good con-
tacts to follow-up that they are becoming 
over-committed with their time. Kathy 
and John both teach Sunday school and 
John preaches once a month. They also 
have a full slate of Bible studies. They 
would appreciate some full-time work-
ers. "Any volunteers?...We don't dis-
criminate due to age." 
Hunk, a recent convert, is doing well. 
He is working on his guitar skills with 
the possibility of leading music for a cell 
group. He has three-hour Chinese classes 
twice a week, meets with John once or 
twice a week, and is involved in a stu-
dent-run business at the university. He is 
doing well at sharing his faith and has 
started a Bible study with a classmate. 
God continues to 
do immeasurably 
more... 
John and Lucille Graybill— 
Osaka, Japan 
God gave us a big surprise in our 
Christmas worship service on the 24th. 
As stated in our last month's letter, we 
formed a church choir of fifteen mem-
bers to give special singing in this ser-
vice, plus invited a children's choir from 
the community to join us. We prepared 
for 80 people (had 17 last year) but as we 
were nearing the time to begin, the people 
kept coming into our chapel. More pro-
grams were quickly copied, extra chairs 
from the Grand Hall carried in, and the 
final count was between 140-150 in atten-
dance. PTL! This was the first time we 
were ever packed out for church. Many 
people mentioned to me that this was the 
first they ever heard about the birth of 
Christ and the real meaning of Christmas. 
To add to the joy was the encouragement 
to know that eleven couples in attendance 
had been married here in our chapel last 
year. We give all the praise to God. 
Very 
unusual 
by Jake and Nancy Shenk as 
told to Wilma Musser 
"Very unusual" were the two words 
repeated over and over by Bishop Jake 
Shenk as he told of the working of God 
and his Holy Spirit in the Brethren in 
Christ Churches in Zimbabwe. 
This particular story is about God's 
working in a financial situation. It 
seems that the bank had permitted the 
church to write unlimited checks which 
naturally caused an overdraft. This 
overdraft continued to grow partly as a 
lack of understanding between the 
church leadership and the bank. When 
the overdraft interest went to 43%, 
things became serious. It was discov-
ered that the overdraft was in excess of 
$600,000.00 Zimbabwean dollars. 
When Jake was elected bishop in 
1994 at their General Conference, he 
knew something had to be done. Some 
reduction was accomplished during the 
year but in the August 1995 General 
Conference, something "very unusu-
al" happened. 
At the close of the business session 
one day, a man in the audience rose, 
frantically waving his arms and hands. 
When he was told business was over 
for the day, he said he did not want to 
talk but to act. He then pulled a Zim-
babwean fifty dollar bill from his pock-
et and said this was for the deficit. 
Another man stood and offered fifty 
dollars. This caught on through the 
assembly. Small baskets were obtained 
to take an offering. Someone said, "Get 
a washtub!" A lady wearing a very 
large hat removed it and passed it 
around. 
Jake told the people that maybe they 
weren't prepared to give, as many had 
barely been able to afford the trip to 
conference because of past droughts. 
He said that the next day pledge papers 
would be available for those who 
would like to pledge something other 
than money. In all they received 
$27,000.00 in Zimbabwean money 
plus two oxen, three sheep and goats, 
twenty-three chickens, and some jew-
elry. (The value of an ox is about 
$3,000.00 and the value of a chicken is 
about $25.00.) Never before had a con-
ference offering exceeded $2,000.00. 
Both the amount and the spontaneity 
were "very unusual." 
All the time the offering was being 
taken, people were happily singing and 
praising in almost camp meeting style. 
Again, it was "very unusual." 
Readers familiar with Brethren in 
Christ history can not help but think 
of a similar happening just over a hun-
dred years ago when, at General Con-
ference in Kansas, Rhoda E. Lee gave 
an impassioned plea for missions. 
Jacob Stauffer laid a five dollar bill on 
the table, and the impulsive Mrs. Lee 
grabbed a hat and passed it through the 
audience for an offering. It might also 
bring to mind the liberality of the saints 
as described in 2 Corinthians 8. 
As to the rest of the story, there is 
still debt on the overdraft, but the Zim-
babwean church is taking responsibil-
ity. At General Conference a Board of 
Finance was established to operate 
independently and to be responsible to 
General Conference. They have moved 
to have all congregations give 20% of 
their total monthly offerings to the gen-
eral church treasury for church admin-
istration. They decided the people must 
know this is their responsibility. They 
must get out of debt and stay out of 
debt. The people like the new leader-
ship and they are willingly and cheer-
fully giving. The bank wants the 
money for the overdraft by March of 
1996, but they are hoping for an exten-
sion of time. God has worked in "very 
unusual" ways and he is still working 
miracles. 




On May 6, the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies will 
conduct two sessions on 
Pietism at its location on the 
Messiah College campus. Both 
sessions will be led by Dale 
Brown, a Church of the Breth-
ren historian-theologian and a 
leading authority on Pietism. 
The sessions will be part of 
the activities relating to the 
release of the revised edition 
of Brown's Understanding 
Pietism, which is being repub-
lished by Evangel Press. 
Copies of the paperback vol-
ume will be first available at 
these sessions on May 6. 
The afternoon session, be-
ginning at 3:00 p.m., is de-
signed as a joint meeting of 
Messiah College faculty and 
denominational and communi-
ty people. At this session 
Brown will speak on "Piety, 
Pietism, and Pedagogy." 
His evening session at 7:00 
p.m. is entitled "Love Theolo-
gy: Pietism, Anabaptism, and 
the Brethren in Christ Tradi-
tion." 
Dialogue with the speaker 
will be a significant part of 
each session. Both sessions are 
held in Room 110 of the Frey 
building. Registration is not re-
quired. 
For further information, 
write to E. Morris Sider, Direc-
tor, The Center for Brethren in 
Christ Studies, Messiah Col-
lege, Grantham, PA 17027, or 
telephone (717) 691-6048. 
Research on Ministries 
for Aging Persons 
• What ministries does your church offer the older 
adults in your congregation? What resources have you 
found helpful for ministry with older adults? For train-
ing leaders? 
O What are the older adult issues which the Brethren 
in Christ Church should be addressing? 
• If you are 65 years of age or older, how do you 
view older adult ministries in the church? What changes 
do you suggest? 
• What percentage of the people in your congrega-
tion are 65 years of age and older? 
Please send your responses with your name and the 
name of your congregation to: 
Janet M. Peifer 
134 Sprecher Road 
Willow Street, PA 17584 
or, FAX (717) 464-4457 
Responses will be incorporated into a paper which 
Janet will present at the September 27-28, 1996, con-
ference, "An Aging Church in an Aging Society," which 
will be held at the Center for Brethren in Christ Studies, 
on the campus of Messiah College. 
Allegheny Conference 
February was Youth Month at 
the Air Hill church, Chambersburg, 
Pa., with teens teaching Sunday 
school and leading worship and 
evening services, several social 
events , and guest speaker Don 
Baker. • On Feb. 2-4 the Antrim 
church, Chambersburg, hosted a 
marriage seminar with Curt and 
Marti Byers, including a talk with 
teens on "Five Counterfeits of Inti-
macy." • Feb. 21 was Clubs Cele-
bration Night at the Chambersburg 
church. The girls had a baking con-
test, and the boys their Pinewood 
Derby. • An installation service 
was held Feb. 4 for John and Toni 
Fickett as new pastoral couple of the 
Fairview Ave., church, Waynes-
boro, Pa. He is a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University and Gordon-
Conwell Seminary. 
The Sunday school department 
of the Five Forks church, Waynes-
boro, Pa., hosted a family skate Feb. 
27. Jesse Hnsminger led teacher 
training on Feb. 13. • Over 200 
people showed up when the Green 
Spring church, Newville, Pa., dedi-
cated their new multipurpose build-
ing last fall. • Robert Hess, profes-
sor of family counseling, spoke at 
the Feb. 9 sweetheart meal of the 
Hollowell church, Waynesboro. • 
The Willing Workers class of the 
Martinsburg. Pa., church has pur-
chased and installed a hearing assis-
tance system. The youth participated 
in the World Vision 30-hour Famine 
on Feb. 23-24. 
The Mt. Rock congregation, 
Shippensburg, Pa., hosted Alleghe-
ny Conference quizzing on Feb. 18. 
• Sixty teens of the total of 129 
attenders were new to the church 
when the New Guilford congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, hosted "Mania 
Marathon" recently. • The Golden 
Heirs group of the Paramount con-
grega t ion , Hage r s town , Md. , 
enjoyed a luncheon Feb. 20 with an 
"armchair tour" of the Holy Land 
led by Jim Ernst. • Richard Greene, 
builder of a Noah ' s Ark replica 
church, was Mar. 31 guest speaker 
at the Van Lear church, Williams-
port, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Feb. 10 men's breakfast of 
the Cross Roads church, Mount 
Joy, Pa., featured singing and shar-
ing by several men on the day 's 
focus, "God Is At Work." • Dwight 
Thomas, minister of music for the 
Elizabethtown, Pa., church, recent-
ly was awarded his Ph.D. in ethno-
musicology from the University of 
Michigan. Otis Kitchen was the Feb. 
17 Saturday Circle guest. • The 
Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa., 
enjoyed a guess-who's-coming-to-
dinner on Mar. 3. • The Free 
Grace congregation, Millersburg, 
Pa., initiated a three-month series in 
CALENDAR 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
April 12-13 Susquehanna Regional Conference— 
Mifflintown, Pa. 
April 26-27 Southeast Regional Conference—Miller-
fields, Ky. 
April 26-27 Canadian Regional Conference—Wain-
fleet, Ont. 
May 11 Messiah College Commencement 
June 26-27 Beulah/Upland College & Academy 
Reunion (Upland, Calif.) 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa, Calif.) 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" 
Study Conference—Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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February on "Growing Strong 
Through Life's Challenges," focus-
ing on parenting, finances, and rela-
tionships. 
The youth of the Lancaster, Pa., 
congregation took part in the Feb. 
23-24 World Vision 30-hour 
Famine. • On Feb. 11, 10 people 
were baptized and received into the 
membership of the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa. A Feb. 25 mystery 
meal for junior highs and their fam-
ilies was attended by 115 persons. • 
On Feb. 18 the Mastersonville con-
gregation, Manheim, Pa., viewed the 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
video, "The Muslim Challenge," 
featuring Jay Smith. • The quiz 
team of the Millersville, Pa., church 
hosted a Feb. 10 Valentine's dinner. 
The congregation began the 50-Day 
Spiritual Adventure in February. 
Spirit Force from Messiah Col-
lege sang in the Mar. 3 service of 
the Montoursville, Pa., church. • 
The Mt. Pleasant church, Mount 
Joy, enjoyed renewal services with 
John Zuck Feb. 18-21. • Spirit 
Sound from Messiah College sang 
in the Feb. 11 Friend Day service of 
the New Hope church, Harrisburg, 
Pa. Lunch followed. • A pizza and 
salad lunch followed the Apprecia-
tion Sunday service Mar. 3 at the 
New Joy church, Akron, Pa. The 
message was "When You Need 
Encouragement." • The Palmyra, 
Pa., church reports being in the pro-
cess of approving funding for a 
quarter-time position covering spe-
cial ministries such as Christian edu-
cation. 
On Feb. 11 the Pequea church, 
Lancaster, saw the film "Rise and 
Walk: The Dennis Byrd Story" 
about the paralyzed New York Jets 
l ineman. • On Feb. 25 the 
Perkiomen Valley congregation, 
Collegeville, Pa., witnessed an 
amazing memorized presentation of 
the book of Revelation by Nathan 
King. • The Refton. Pa., church 
hosted an open house on Mar. 10 in 
the family life center. The youth 
planned a ski trip for Feb. 25. • The 
Silverdale, Pa., church took part in 
the "What to Do When You Don't 
Know What to Do" 50-Day Spiri-
tual Adventure. • Pastor Reitz of 
the Skyline View church, Harris-
burg, attended the Feb. 13-16 
Promise Keepers Clergy Conference 
in Atlanta. The Jubilee Sunday 
school class assembled comfort kits 
for the Red Cross and had a games 
night on Mar. 2. • The Summit 
View church. New Holland, Pa., 
held its annual leaders' retreat for 
the board and spouses on Feb. 16-17. 
Canadian Conference 
On Feb. 17 the candlelight ban-
quet for the Bertie congregation, 
Stevensville, Ont., included couples 
who sang and recited love poetry, 
and a skit by the youth. Adrian 
Despres of Kingdom Building Min-
istries spoke in the Feb. 18 service. 
• The men of the Boyle congrega-
tion, St. Ann's, Ont.. had a prayer 
breakfast Feb. 10 at Hipwell 's 
Motel. • The Bridlewood congre-
gation, Agincourt, Ont., held an 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. prayer vigil on Feb. 
17. • The adults of the Delisle, 
Sask., church planned a pizza fel-
lowship for Feb. 17. • The Heise 
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., 
participated in the 50-Day Spiritual 
Adventure. Adult choir practice 
began Feb. 17 for an Easter cantata. 
Four persons were baptized Feb. 
18 into the fellowship of the Oak 
Ridges, Ont., congregation. The 
church has a new home cell group 
meeting on Wednesdays. • The 
Orchard Creek congregation, St. 
Catharines, Ont.. had a Valentine 
Mile High Pines Camp seeks Volunteer Staff 
for Summer Season 
Serve our Lord by serving others in this beautiful camp ministry. 
The ministry is located in the southern California mountains near Big 
Bear Lake and is looking to expand its evangelistic capabilities. Is the 
Lord calling you to serve in recreation activities, housekeeping, 
grounds maintenance, or food service? We need help in all areas of 
ministry. 
Requirements: a heart for Jesus, over 18 years of age, and a high 
school graduate. Must be able to raise support to arrive here. Six- and 
twelve-week commitments (June 17—August 30). Room, board, and 
minimum expenses provided. Various staff outings—including trips to 
beach. Big Bear Lake, and other southern California attractions—are 
just a part of staff spiritual renewal. 
VS Training Week—June 17-21 
Deadline for applications: May 15, 1996 
For more information, please contact: 
Denny Sattler, Camp Director 
Mile High Pines Camp 
42739 Hwy. 38 
Angelus Oaks, CA 92305 
(909) 794-2824 FAX: (909) 794-8884 
Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
April 1, 1896—Editor Davidson comments: "There are 
usually some things presented in the different articles pub-
lished in the Visitor which we cannot fully endorse; but they 
are instructive, and we desire to give the largest possible lib-
erty we can, so that the readers of the Visitor may judge and 
decide for themselves of the merit of the articles published 
and of the drift of public sentiment in the church, and of the 
soundness of theories advanced and soundness of the faith 
of those who advanced them. We are well aware that there 
is just now an apparent breaking away from the old land-
marks, and the introduction of something new. Whether 
these things will tend to glorify God, we do not know. We 
do not want to stand in the way of the work of the Lord, but 
we want to accept the right even though we may have to 
give up some things that we formerly cherished as dear to 
us. Yet in no case can we give up the doctrine of the Bible. 
75 Years Ago 
The April 25, 1921, issue was designated "Our Special 
Bible Number" and contained several articles on the author-
ity and inspiration of Scripture. Ohmer U. Herr also con-
tributed a "Bible problem" which began: "Add the number 
of books in the Bible to the number of chapters in the 
Psalms; divide by the number of Christ's apostles; add the 
age of the oldest man that ever lived; subtract the number of 
evil prophets to whom Elijah proved that the Lord was 
God..." 
50 Years Ago 
April 8,1946—Jesse W. Hoover, writing about the need 
to be involved in soul-winning, quotes Bishop Theodore S. 
Henderson: "In my experience I had 18,000 interviews, 
chiefly with university and college boys and girls—till I quit 
counting—and only two resented being spoken to about 
their souls. I am looking for the third man in all my life in 
the ministry to resent being spoken to by me concerning his 
relation to Jesus Christ and the Cross of Calvary." 
25 Years Ago 
April 10, 1971—Walter J. Kelly, missionary to Nicara-
gua, writing in the "Between Brethren" column: "We hear 
and see a great deal concerning those who are against the 
system, against the traditional, against the establishment, 
and against the old way.... I am a young man, part of that 
generation which is attempting to uproot the system. How-
ever, I am for the system! I am referring to the Brethren in 
Christ Church, an established church, an established system, 
a system governed by older men, experienced men, men of 
God, men who are leading because they are responsible 
leaders...." He goes on to pay tribute to Elwood Flewelling, 
Roy Sider, Henry Hostetter, and Earl Musser for the way 
each played a role in his life. 
10 Years Ago 
April 1986—Several articles focused on justice issues. 
Lauren King, writing on "Am I my brother's judge?": 
"Notice that the famous Matthew passage (7:3-5) does not 
forbid judgment. It actually calls for right judgment: 'then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's 
eye.' What these two passages call for is not refusal to 
judge, but clear-eyed and merciful judgment." 
April 1996 17 
fellowship on Feb. 17 with dessert 
and coffee, and a Pictionary "battle 
of the sexes." The Exaltation music 
team from Emmanuel Bible College 
sang in the Feb. 18 service. • The 
Feb. 4 evening speaker at the Port 
Colborne. Ont., church was Laura 
Sider, children's ministry director at 
Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont. 
• Harvey Sider was guest for the 
Communion celebration Feb. 18 of 
the Ridgemount congregation, 
Hamilton, Ont. 
The Feb. 24 adult fellowship of 
the Rosebank congregation, Peters-
burg, Ont., was a "box social." 
Money for the boxes went to chari-
ty. • The Sherkston, Ont., church 
hosted a "winter picnic" on Mar. 13 
at Buffalo Christian Center, with 
golf, roller skating, and gym activi-
ties. • Two youth of the Spring-
vale. Ont., church, Adam Hill and 
Jennifer Nigh, went in March to 
Venezuela and Mexico, respective-
ly, with Niagara Christian College 
Outbreak Teams. • On Jan. 28 the 
Stayner, Ont., congregation held an 
installation service for their ministry 
staff: Ivan and Carol Franck, Mau-
reen Carriere, and Ryan Brown. • 
Feb. 23 was the annual Christian 
Service Brigade father-son banquet 
at the Wainfleet, Ont., church. • 
At the end of January, the women of 
the Westheights church, Kitchener, 
Ont., enjoyed their third annual 
retreat at Christian Horizons, Pais-
ley, Ont. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, hosted regional conference 
Mar. 15-16. • Dana Crider, Mary 
Olive Lady, and David and Patty 
Miller were missions guests for the 
Ashland. Ohio, church's conference 
which spanned two February week-
ends. Carmen Sandiego was thwart-
ed when she attempted to undermine 
Brethren in Christ Missions in a 
Saturday evening game. • The 
youth of the Bethel congregation, 
Merrill, Mich., participated in a 
weekend emphasis Feb. 16-18 on 
passionate prayer. • Costandy Saba 
shared in a Feb. 14 service of the 
Beulah Chapel church about Cuban 
missions. • On Feb. 25 the Chris-
tian Union church, Garrett, Ind., 
welcomed guest speaker. Bishop 
John Byers. 
This month the Visitor re-
ceived a letter from someone 
saying, in effect, "I always won-
dered how a church got news 
printed in the Visitor... " This 
new correspondent, while 
browsing through the church 
files, had found the submissions 
guidelines hidden away in a 
drawer. Is it time to ask someone 
to search through the file cabinet 
at your church ? Or simply write 
and ask for the guidelines. 
The Highland church, West 
Milton, Ohio, hosted a conference 
quiz meet on Feb. 10. • Fifty-five 
people attended the Feb. 24 missions 
breakfast which kicked off a suc-
cessful weekend at the Lakeview 
church, Goodrich, Mich. • Feb. 25 
missions speakers at the Moore-
town church, Sandusky. Mich., 
were Tim and Laurie Zimmerman, 
Phil Keefer, and Melanie Hawbaker. 
• The Morrison. 111., congregation 
planned an all-church birthday party 
for Feb. 18. • The quiz team of the 
Nappanee. Ind., church hosted an 
evening of "fine dining" Feb. 10. • 
Pastor Tom Kershner of the Pleas-
ant Hill, Ohio, church attended the 
February Promise Keepers Clergy 
Conference in Atlanta. The congre-
gation participated in the Feb. 25 
Pleasant Hill Choir Fest. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Kan., church had a 
"for men only" chili/soup supper 
Feb. 17. • On Feb. 25 the Bethany 
congregation, Thomas, Okla., 
viewed the Billy Graham film 
"Power Play." The Berean class 
hosted a church breakfast on Mar. 3. 
• The youth of the Rosebank 
church, Hope, Kan., presented the 
film "Seasons of the Heart" on Feb. 
11. The church began a new cell 
group on Feb. 18 in Herington at the 
community building on the fair-
grounds. • The youth of the Zion 
church, Abilene, raised funds by 
presenting a talent show on Feb. 25. 
Pacific Conference 
Brad and Kristy Weinert and 









by W. Edward Rickman 
It 's that time again! The "offering 
plate" is being passed. Somehow 
you don' t feel inclined to give. The 
leadership is not performing to your 
satisfaction. The programs seem to 
be missing the mark. There's the 
feeling that your fellow-travelers are 
pretty discouraged. The young peo-
ple are really turned off. Many peo-
ple are losing their jobs, and even 
yours isn't all that secure. You cer-
tainly don ' t sense the satisfaction 
you wish you did. 
It seems so unreasonable that I 
should give such a high percentage 
of my income away. It costs so 
much to maintain a home these 
days. Kids are so expensive, too. 
The prices of everything are going 
up continually. There just isn't 
enough to go around. 
Perhaps if I had more of a voice 
in how my giving is spent, I 'd feel 
better about it. Some of the deci-
sions about spending are absolutely 
ridiculous. I really don' t understand 
why they can't be considerate of the 
feelings of those of us who want our 
money spent with more discretion. 
Another thing that bothers me—I 
never get a report of how my giving 
is actually used. I don ' t know how 
much of it is spent on salaries or 
maintenance or paper. I don ' t even 
know how much of it is being sent 
overseas. 
And then, when I think about the 
benefits that I personally enjoy from 
my giving, it 's hard to come up with 
a very long list. I really don ' t feel 
very generous. 
Actually, when the "offering 
plate" is passed on this April 15, 
I ' m inclined to pass. The only prob-
lem is that the "offering plate" is 
being passed by the IRS! 
You know, it really makes a dif-
ference in my decision to give when 
I find out who is passing the "plate." 
I wonder why that is. I wonder why 
I suddenly become so willing to 
give up to 15.62% of my income for 
the Social Security tax and another 
18-35% of my income for federal, 
state, and local taxes when April 15 
rolls around. Why don' t I just pass 
this opportunity by? 
Perhaps I can rationalize this 
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Argentina, presented a multimedia 
service Feb. 21 for the Pacific High-
way congregation, Salem., Ore. • 
The Upland. Calif., church enjoyed 
a concert Feb. 25 by the Male Cho-
rus of Azusa Pacific University. • 
The Walnut, Calif., church had mis-
sions week Feb. 4-11 with Charles 
and Ruth Byer sharing about Nava-
jo Mission, and Steven and Bonnie 
Westbury about Teens With a Mis-
sion. Bishop Brubaker visited on 
Feb. 18. 
Southeast Conference 
Welcome as a new reporting 
congregation, the East Lake church, 
Palm Harbor, Fla., which reports 
that a Saturday fellowship breakfast 
Feb. 24 was sponsored by the 
Gospel Tide Hour, with Charlie and 
Ruth Byers. Rev. Byers also 
preached Feb. 25 on "Revival— 
Past, Present, and Future." • Three 
persons were baptized Feb. 25 into 
the fellowship of the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla. The 
congregation began a video series 
Feb. 18 called, "After You Say I 
Do." • The youth of the Miller-
field's congregation, Columbia, Ky., 
planned a Feb. 24 soup supper and 
singspiration with the Crossroads 
Quartet. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Elam Glick was guest speaker 
Feb. 4 for the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville, Pa. Merv and Ruth 
Potteiger spoke Feb. 14 about their 
work in Romania. • The men of the 
Carlisle, Pa., congregation had a 
retreat Feb. 15-17 with speaker John 
Vandegriff. • Rev. and Mrs. James 
Spurrier spoke on "Invitation to 
Love" at the Feb. 24 sweetheart ban-
quet of the Cedar Grove church, 
Mifflintown, Pa. • The Dillsburg. 
Pa., church had a married couples' 
retreat Feb. 2-4 at Penn-Del Confer-
ence Center with sessions led by 
Ruth Dourte and Ed Strayer, and 
worship by Chris Owens. 
On Feb. 8 Mary Jane Melhorn 
presented "A Little Taste of Mexi-
co" at the meeting of the Evergreen 
Ladies Fellowship of the Fairview 
church, New Cumberland, Pa. • 
The Grantham, Pa., church hosted 
the Mar. 3 conference Festival of 
Worship, coordinated by Ronald 
Miller. It featured a choir of 80 chil-
dren. • The youth of the Hanover, 
Pa., congregation hosted a service 
Feb. 18 with an ice cream social and 
a version of the Newlywed Game 
following. • The Locust Grove 
church, York, Pa., participated in the 
50-Day Adventure beginning Feb. 4. 
The S-l pastors and wives din-
ner was held at the parsonage of the 
Marsh Creek church, Howard, Pa., 
on Mar. 1. 4- Spring revival services 
for the Mechanicsburg. Pa., church 
were Mar. 17-20 with speaker David 
Screven. • On Feb. 10 the sweet-
heart banquet speaker for the Red-
land Valley congregation, York 
Haven, Pa., was Rod Niner, head of 
adult education at Messiah College. 
• Merv and Ruth Potteiger spoke 
about Romania on Feb. 28 to the 
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, 
Pa. A "Celebrating Relationships" 
banquet was held Mar. 2 at the 
Ranch House Restaurant. • The 
youth of the West Shore church, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., participated in 
the 30-hour Famine for World 
Vision in February. 
For The Record 
Births 
Baer: Adam Nathanael, Feb. 14; 
Steven and Shari (Horst) Baer, Oak-
wood Fellowship, Colo. 
Gosden: Raymond Frederick 
Stanley, Feb. 20; Ray and Tammy 
(Gallant) Gosden, Orchard Creek 
Fellowship, Ont. 
Helm: Kambria Marlane, Feb. 
21; Jason and Keri (Croyle) Helm, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Kievit: Melissa Nicole, Feb. 15; 
Hank and Maria Kievit, Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. 
Kimball: Zechariah Gordon, 
Feb. 27; Blaine and Tracey Kimball, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Kramer: Kelsi Nicole, Feb. 20; 
Curt and Kelli (Lehman) Kramer, 
Mechanicsburg congregation. Pa. 
Mumper: Luke Cameron, Jan. 
19; Jay and Kimberly (Tussier) 
Mumper, Skyline View congrega-
tion, Pa. 
whole business of giving. After all, 
I am a citizen of this country and I 
do live in this locality. There are a 
few benefits that I enjoy. Let's see, 
if I give my 15.62% of my income 
to Social Security for 45 working 
years and I average $50,000 a year 
in income, I'll have contributed 
$351,450. When I retire, I can 
expect to get at least $12,000-
$15,000 a year for as long as I live. 
Of course, if I don't live too long, 
the government will get to keep all 
the rest. That provides a great sense 
of security!?!? 
For all those other taxes I pay, I 
get roads to drive on, police protec-
tion, fire protection, and several 
other tangible benefits. 1 haven't 
quite figured out all the intangible 
benefits, but I 'm sure they exist. 
When I consider that my citizen-
ship here is only short and tempo-
rary (72-75 years on the average), I 
guess I can handle that type of giv-
ing. 
On the other hand, as a Christian 
1 am reminded in the Word of God 
that I am a citizen of an eternal 
kingdom which offers eternal bene-
fits and rewards. Those eternal ben-
efits and rewards are at least partial-
ly related to my giving to the eter-
nal kingdom. Of course, the expect-
ed "giving rate" is not nearly as 
high for the eternal kingdom as it is 
for the temporary kingdom. 1 won-
der why that is. Doesn't that seem 
backwards? 
According to some of the most 
recent statistics, Christians in the 
U.S. are giving an average of 3-4% 
of their income to the eternal king-
dom. Out of this giving they are 
hoping to enjoy all the benefits of 
peace and comfort and eternal hope 
as long as they live in this present 
kingdom. Then, when we pass on to 
the permanent home of this eternal 
kingdom, we will expect to enjoy 
the security, the joys, and the abso-
lute bliss of a mansion for all eterni-
ty. Besides that, there will be an 
eternal banquet table to enjoy. We 
won't need any health care because 
there won't be any illness. We 
won't need any utilities because the 
light of God and the warmth of his 
presence will be all that we can pos-
sibly need or dream of. 
What a bargain! 
To think that I can hope for all of 
this with such a small investment 
compared to what I must put into 
the IRS "offering plate." Or am I 
missing something? 
Surely God will understand my 
willingness to give 15-35% of my 
income for the privilege of living in 
this temporary kingdom when the 
IRS "offering plate" is passed. After 
all, how can I resist? 
Surely God will understand that 
my giving to the eternal kingdom is 
a much lower percentage than what 
I give to the temporary kingdom, 
even though I am expecting eternal 
and heavenly rewards from my 
small investment. Surely he under-
stands—or does he?? 
W. Edward Rickman is Executive Direc-
tor of Stewardship for the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
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1996 Camp 
Freedom Report 
With the theme "The Way to Holiness," Camp 
Freedom was the place to be Jan. 24-Feb. 4. It was 
a refreshing time in the presence of the Lord. The 
tide of inspiration certainly was high as we sang, 
prayed, preached, and testified of the good things 
of God. 
Our co-evangelists for the 1996 camp were 
Rev. Henry Landis and Rev. V. O. Agan. Addi-
tional speakers included Rev. Paul Pierpoint and 
Dr. Fred Holland. Song evangelists included the 
Victory Trio through the first weekend of the 
camp. The Tim Dotson family and Esther 
Edwards concluded the music ministry of the 
camp. Additional musical features included the 
Hobe Sound Choir and the Penn View Praise 
Singers. 
Our missions programs featured Fred Holland 
as he highlighted current Brethren in Christ mis-
sions. My Brother's Keeper was represented by 
Mervin and Ruth Potteiger as they spoke of their 
work in Romania. Total missions giving amount-
ed to $4,050. 
A new book was released during this camp 
meeting entitled A Holiness Primer. The book 
was compiled by Fred Holland at the direction of 
the camp board. Its contents express the thoughts 
and feelings of the camp board in the area of 
entire sanctification and holiness. 
During this past year Dale Ulery, one of the 
founding fathers of Camp Freedom, went to be 
with the Lord. The camp held a brief memorial 
service in his honor. The camp board then went 
on to establish a Dale Ulery Memorial Fund. It is 
envisioned that a new building will be erected 
which would serve as the "prophet's quarters" to 
accommodate camp evangelists during camp. 
We are in the process of upgrading our current 
restroom and shower facilities at the camp. In 
addition, we are adding laundry facilities for the 
convenience of the campers. 
The dates for the 1997 Camp Freedom are 
Jan. 22-Feb. 2. Our scheduled evangelists include 
Bedsaul Agee and James Keaton. A warm wel-
come awaits you at Camp Freedom. Come and 
have your soul enriched and blest.—Submitted 
by Jesse Bawel, camp secretary. 
Painter: Sarah Elizabeth, Oct. 
31, 1995; David and Lori (Good) 
Painter, Manheim congregation. Pa. 
Peiffer: Preston Anthony, Feb. 
14; Paul and Rachel (Riahl) Peiffer, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Rambler: Courtney Nicole, Jan. 
4; Steve and Karen (Kreider) Ram-
bler, Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Reed: Megan Elizabeth, Feb. 
19; Jamie and Pam Reed, Nappanee 
congregation, Ind. 
Russell: Sarah Jane, Jan. 30; 
Scott and Susan (Steckley) Russell, 
Heise Hill congregation, Ont. 
Solorzano: Isabella Lauren, Feb. 
23; Otto and Lori (Engle) Solorzano, 
Upland congregation, Calif. 
Stein: Heidi Nicole, Feb. 19; 
Nick and Marsha Stein, Antrim con-
gregation, Pa. 
Stoermann: Toni Lynn, Feb. 
17; Mark and Joy Stoermann, Mt. 
Rock congregation, Pa. 
Swartz: Maria Nicole, Feb. 15; 
Dale and Christine Swartz, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Taylor: Emily Rose, Jan. 29; 
Randy and Dona Taylor, Upland 
congregation, Calif. 
Wilkin: Keith Allen, Feb. 18; 
Brian and Pamela (Unruh) Wilkin, 
Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Grosh - Ginder: Theresa, 
daughter of Carl and Eunice Ginder, 
Mount Joy, Pa., and Thomas IV, son 
of Thomas and Carol Grosh, Mari-
etta, Pa., Jan. 6, at Manheim Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Keith Tyson and Rev. Andrew Hof-
fecker officiating. 
Moyer - Myer: Kerri, daughter 
of Glenn and Sandy Myer, Man-
heim, Pa., and Brad, son of Robert 
and Mary Moyer, Manheim, Sept. 
23, 1995, at Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Greg Funk 
officiating. 
Vogelsong - Williams: Tracey 
Lynn, daughter of Chuck and Peggy 
Williams, Massillon, Ohio, and 
Michael Maurice, son of David and 
Linda Vogelsong, Massillon, Jan. 7, 
at Sippo Valley Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Doug Mc-
Connaughay officiating. 
Wekesser - Barnes: Rebecca, 
daughter of Jay and Barbara Barnes, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Joshua, son 
of Edward and Jane Wekesser, Lit-
tleton, Colo., Feb. 17, at Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert B. Ives officiating. 
Obituaries 
Curry: James Curry Sr., born 
Oct. 15, 1904, in Princeton, Ind., 
died Jan. 30. Surviving are his wife, 
Bess; a son, James; a daughter, Ruth 
Ann Poppa; four grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren; and a sis-
ter. James was a retired industrial 
engineer, and an active member of 
the Ambassadors Sunday school 
class of the Upland, Calif., church 
where he was a member. Officiating 
at the funeral in Burkholder Chapel 
were Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder and 
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker. 
House: Roscoe House, born Jan. 
9, 1925, son of Norman and Luie 
Learn House, died Jan. 11. Preced-
ing him in death were his wife, 
Charlotte; and two brothers. Surviv-
ing are his wife, Bonnie; two sons, 
Jeff and Brad; two grandchildren; a 
brother, George; and a sister, Flo-
rence Ellison. Roscoe was a member 
of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation 
where he served as songleader, Sun-
day school superintendent, and 
member of a visitation team. The 
funeral was held at the church with 
Rev. Jeff House and Rev. Leonard 
Chester officiating. 
Keefer: Gerald L. Keefer, born 
Jan. 16, 1952, son of Garnet and 
Lois Keefer, died Feb. 4. Surviving 
along with his parents are his wife, 
Bertha (Horst); two children. Ben 
and Becky; and a sister, Joetta 
Keefer. Gerald worked as a supervi-
sor and produce manager for Mar-
tin's County Markets. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman. The 
funeral was held at the Manheim 
church. Pa., where he was a mem-
ber, with Rev. Roy J. Peterman and 
Rev. Keith A. Tyson officiating. 
Interment was in Mount Tunnel 
Cemetery. 
Lambert: Bertha Pearl Lambert, 
born Jan. 14, 1913, daughter of 
James and Clara Putman, died Feb. 
2. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Earl Lambert; four broth-
ers; and three sisters. She is survived 
by several nieces and nephews. 
Bertha was a faithful member of the 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont., an 
excellent cook, and gracious host-
ess. The funeral was at the Bal-
lard/McDonald Funeral Home with 
Rev. Charles Mashinter officiating. 
Interment was in Maple Lawn Cem-
etery. 
Markley: J. Dean Markley, born 
June 11, 1909, in Navarre, Kan., 
died Feb. 12. He was married to 
Mildred Hoover on April 9, 1933. 
Surviving are a son, Robert; a 
daughter, Deanna Wagner; 9 grand-
children; 13 great-grandchildren; 
and a sister, Helen Dohner. He was 
a longtime member of the Upland, 
Calif., church. After moving to Palm 
Desert, Calif., he was active in the 
Southwest Community Church 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Dave Moore and Rev. Dean 
Moore officiating. Interment was at 
Bellevue cemetery, with graveside 
service officiated by Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder. 
Myers: Nellie M. Myers, born 
Jan. 3, 1906, daughter of Henry L. 
and Emma S. Strite, died Feb. 13. 
She was the widow of Joseph A. 
Myers. Surviving are a daughter, 
Ruth A. Murphy; 4 sons. Nelson J., 
Lloyd S., Clark E., and Ellsworth 
A.; 10 grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren. She was a former 
teacher of the Women's Bible Class 
at the Air Hill church, Pa., where 
she was a member. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. John 
L. Bundy officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Oldham: Blanche E. Oldham, 
born July 9, 1898, daughter of Bish-
op Isaac and Barbara E. Kauffman 
Stern, died Feb. 26. Preceding her in 
death were 2 children; a grandson; 2 
sisters; and 3 brothers. Surviving are 
4 children, Paul S., Dorothy Hoover. 
Miriam Over, and Charles H.; 18 
grandchildren; 15 great-grandchil-
dren; and a brother, Luke Stern. 
Blanche was a member of the Mar-
tinsburg. Pa., church where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Earl E. 
Herr officiating. Interment was in 
Spring Hope Cemetery. 
Peters: Zada V. Peters, born 
Oct. 10, 1907, daughter of William 
and Lillian Howery Sowers, died 
Feb. 15. Preceding her in death was 
her husband, Clyde E. Peters. Sur-
viving are two sisters, Nina Eshle-
man and Mildred Kreider. Zada had 
resided at Messiah Village since 
June 1995. She was a member of the 
Skyline View church, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. John G. 
Reitz and Rev. C. Ronald Burgard 
officiating. Interment was in Rolling 
Green Memorial Park. 
Urban: Clyde E. Urban, born 
Feb. 10, 1915, son of William J. and 
Ella N. Wiker Urban, died Jan. 29. 
Surviving are his wife, Cecelia 
(Henry); a son, Clyde L.; numerous 
foster children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren; a brother, 
George A.; half-brother, Clarence 
D.; and half-sisters, Mary E. Ram-
bler, Alma Mellott, and Grace Lesh-
er. Clyde was a metal polisher, 
member of the Sight Saving Center, 
and worked with mentally chal-
lenged for eight years at the Lan-
caster, Pa., church where he was a 
member. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. James Ernst offi-
ciating. Interment was in Marticville 
Methodist Cemetery. 
Correction: Seth Charles was 
inadvertently omitted from the list of 
surviving brothers of Faith Gon-
salves (March 1996 issue). 
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The Evangelical Press Association 
(EPA) joins forces with the Amy Foun-
dation, sponsor of the most popular writ-
ing contest in the nation, to create the new 
Awakening the Giant Writing Awards, 
with cash awards totaling $10,000. 
Articles qualifying for this award must 
be published in EPA-member publica-
tions (such as the Evangelical Visitor) 
and will challenge Christians to be 
engaged in making disciples by teaching 
obedience to the millions in this nation 
Mennonite Central Committee U.S. 
Peace and Justice Ministries is again 
inviting contributions to the "Taxes for 
Peace" fund. 
Since 1972, the fund has allowed peo-
ple who withhold the portion of their 
taxes that would go for military purposes 
to contribute that money to peacemaking 
initiatives. While donating to the fund is a 
symbolic action and not a legal alternative 
to paying the tax, many have found it a 
meaningful way to demonstrate their 
commitment to peace. 
In the United States, 44.6 percent of 
1995 federal income taxes went for mili-
tary purposes (25.3 percent for current 
expenditures and 19.3 percent for expens-
es related to past military programs, 
including veterans' benefits and interest 
on the federal debt). 
In Canada, about 7.5 percent of 1995 
federal income taxes were used for mili-
tary expenditures. 
Last year, the $2,513 which the U.S. 
contributed to the "Taxes for Peace" fund 
supported MCC U.S. peace education 
activities. In 1996, the funds will bolster 
education and advocacy efforts related to 
the production of cluster bombs and land 
mines, as well as help support workshops 
and written resources on conscientious 
objection to military service and payment 
of military taxes. 
Contributions made payable to MCC 
can be sent to "Taxes for Peace," MCC 
U.S. Peace and Justice Ministries, P.O. 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. A free. 
who call themselves by the name of 
Christ. Nearly 300 widely-read Christian 
publications comprise Evangelical Press 
Association membership. 
First prize will be $5,000. A $3,000 
second prize and two additional prizes of 
$1,000 will also be awarded. Cash awards 
will be presented to the winning authors 
at the EPA annual meeting. 
The vision of discipleship presented 
in qualifying articles comes from Jesus' 
command in Matthew 28:18-20: "...make 
disciples of all nations...teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you." 
Those interested in receiving details 
of the contest may write to Awakening 
the Giant, P.O. Box 16091, Lansing, MI 
48901, or call (517) 323-6233. 
seven-page resource on war tax resistance 
is also now available. It includes inspira-
tional writings, a 1996 federal "budget 
pie," options for action and an updated 
resource list. To request this resource, 




Don't think snow—-think sum-
mer. Before you know it, the snow 
and cold will be gone, school will 
be out and—CAMP! I can't wait! 
All the sounds of laughter, the patter 
of little feet on the steps, smiling 
faces around the table, hugs between 
friends, songs, new friendships...it's 
all going to be here soon—Ken-
brook summer camp! 
We are now accepting registra-
tions for Kenbrook 1996 Summer 
Camp. Call or write the camp for a 
schedule and registration form. 
While you are getting your form, do 
your friends a favor and get a whole 
bunch for them as well. 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Drive 
Lebanon, PA 17046 
Phone (717) 865-4547 
Kenbrook sponsors 
two senior citizens' 
retreats in May, Oct. 
Kenbrook Bible Camp is sponsoring 
two senior citizens' retreats in 1996. The 
first will be May 6-10, with Rev. Donald 
Shafer as the Bible teacher. Dr. Noel Falk, 
"the plant doctor" heard over WHP radio 
and WHP-TV, will be speaking in the 
evening session. Melvin and Janette 
Wenger will present a slide show entitled 
"God is Everywhere." 
The second retreat will be Oct. 14-18, 
with Rev. Robert Gustafson from the 
Evangelical Free Church in Hershey, Pa., 
as the Bible teacher. Mr. Donald Betty 
will present a slide show of suspension 
bridges entitled "No Bridge Too Far." Mr. 
Betty is listed in the 1995-96 Guinness 
Book of World Records for walking more 
suspension bridges than anyone else in 
the world. Ventriloquist Rev. Jim Goudie 
and "Rusty" will entertain. 
The retreat hosts, John and Ruth 
Schock, extend a personal invitation for 
all seniors to attend one or both of these 
retreats. For registration forms or more 
information, call or write Kenbrook Bible 
Camp, 501 Pine Meadow Drive, 





We have the perfect answer for 
what 6- to 8-year-olds should do 
with their time—attend a Bible 
Adventure Weekend at Kenbrook! 
These weekends are designed to help 
curious and energetic youngsters 
explore the Creator's handiwork, 
feel the love of God, develop a bit of 
independence, and spend time with 
other 6- to 8-year-olds. 
There are two Bible Adventure 
Weekends scheduled in May, and 
two in September. Call or write the 
camp for a brochure and registration 
form. 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Drive 
Lebanon, PA 17046 
Phone (717) 865-4547 
1996 "Taxes for Peace" fund to 
support peace education, advocacy 
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General Confi 
As you read this, less than two months 
remain until the June 1 deadline for Gen-
eral Conference registrations. Use the 
form in the January issue of the Visitor. 
Your pastor may have extra copies. Or 
just make photo copies. 
All people 18 years old and over 
attending day sessions should pay the 1 
appropriate registration fee. However, 
all children, women, and men should 
fill out FORM A and send it to the Reg-
istrar, Martha Rickman. The only 
exceptions are those attending evening 
sessions only. FORM B, Travel Infor-
mation, should be sent to Chris Taylor. 
Please note the Tuesday registration form 
should be sent to the Alta Loma Church 
to the attention of Ron Thomas. Also, 
remember some of these activities have 
an earlier due date than the June 1 dead-
line for the other forms. 
Many people are overlooking parts of 
the registration forms, or placing ques-
tion marks in the blanks. Please wait to 
register until you are sure of your plans. 
Be sure to provide complete information 
on the church you plan to attend on Sun-
day morning and your transportation 
needs. For Upland Church, mark either 
the 8:30 or 11:00 service. It will be too 
late to request transportation after you 
arrive. No service will be conducted at 
Azusa on Sunday morning. Also, remem-
ber that General Conference isn't over 






June 2, 1996 
3:00 p.m. 
John Yeatts will preach. 
David Brubaker will lead singing. 
For more information, contact 
Isaiah B. Harley, 561 Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
/ / / \ \ 
vice, with guest speaker Juan Carlos 
Ortiz. 
Parents with children sleeping on the 
floor, please note: the linen package is 
not provided for your children. You will 
need to bring bedding for them. At past 
conferences, the linen packages have 
sometimes been picked up from other 
beds by mistake. Please do not let this 
happen. If children on the floor use linen 
packages, a $20 charge will be added. 
A farewell reception will be held on 
Sunday afternoon from 2:30 to 4:00 in 
honor of Don and Marlene Shafer. Other 
special events planned during Conference 
include the World Missions Fellowship 
(Saturday evening), the annual meeting 
of the Brethren in Christ Historical Soci-
ety (Sunday evening), a showing of the 
Upland College celebration film (Mon-
day evening) , and the quiz f ina ls 
(Wednesday evening). 
Listed below are glimpses of the chil-
dren's and youth activities planned during 
General Conference. 
Nursery: Once again the nursery of 
the 114th General Conference is getting 
in full swing to give TLC to the little peo-
ple who need a place to release excess 
energy and to refuel. 
There will be a $12.50 registration fee 
for each child who will be using the nurs-
ery. The nursery will serve children from 
birth through two years old. In the after-
noons and evenings, three-year-olds who 
need a place to rest or who find the chil-
dren's schedule too demanding are wel-
come to find respite in the nursery also. 
(Carole Engle, Nursery Coordinator) 
Children's activities (ages 3-12): 
Your kids will have a great time at Gen-
eral Conference this summer. We have 
excellent activities throughout the day 
to enrich your children's lives with the 
Lord, as well as building friendships 
with other kids. There will be a 
• $12.50 fee per child for the confer-
ence. 
The mornings will include a fan-
tastic nautical adventure with our 
theme, "Seaside with the Savior." Our 
young people will travel to Bethsaida, 
Capernaum, Gennesaret, and other 
places, guided by costumed teachers. 
The afternoons will be a great time to 
get some exercise and get to know their 
new friends. Swimming (bring those 
swim suits), crafts, and our own Confer-
ence Kids' Summer Olympics (gold 
medals included) are a few of the planned 
activities. 
The evenings will be geared toward 
worship and reflect ion on the Lord 
through song and a Christian video series. 
(Kaylene Jeffers, Children's Activities 
Coordinator) 
Youth (ages 12-19): The youth theme 
for General Conference will be "All 4 His 
Glory," to parallel the theme of the adult 
General Conference. Special features of 
the youth activities will be quizzing, cof-
fee houses with live music, a concert by a 
local band, a beach party, a volleyball 
tournament, and much more! The youth 
activity fee will be $40. Special consider-
ation has been given to make quizzing an 
important part of the youth program. No 
youth act ivi t ies will occur dur ing 
quizzing, and evening programs will end 
at "decent" hours. (Perry Engle, Youth 
Coordinator) 
If you are planning to rent a car at your 
arrival airport, be sure to make your reser-
vation before arrival. Also remember, you 
need a credit card when you pick up your 
car. MTS Travel of Ephrata, Pa., the offi-
cial travel agency for this Conference, 
can take care of this reservation for you. 
If the information you need is not 
included above, check previous issues of 
the Evangelical Visitor, starting with Jan-
uary. For other information, contact the 
Convention Director, Ken Mark, 304 
Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg , PA 
17055, phone (717) 766-0403, or by e-
mail, KMARK@MESSIAH.EDU. 
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by Phyllis Hershey Carlton 
On June 26 and 27, former members 
of the Upland (earlier Beulah) College 
and Academy will meet at the Pacific 
Christian Center in Upland, the site of the 
institution until 1965. Two of the leading 
participants in the reunion are Daniel 
Chamberlain and Royce Saltzman. 
Daniel Chamberlain, who will give the 
convocation address at the reunion, is 
president of Houghton College. He grad-
uated from Upland College in 1953, 
where he later became a faculty member 
and the college's last president. In 1967 
he received his doctorate in education 
from the University of Southern Califor-
nia. Following three years as an assistant 
dean at the State University of New York, 
he became Academic Dean at Messiah 
College. In 1976, he was appointed Pres-
ident of Houghton College. 
Chamberlain has maintained close ties 
with the Brethren in Christ Church. He 
has written for its publications and spoken 
at its denominational meetings, most 
recently at the conference in November 
1995 on Exploring the Brethren in Christ 
Identity, sponsored by the Center for 
Brethren in Christ Studies at Messiah 
College. 
Other experiences for Chamberlain 
include lecturing in Beijing and Shanghai 
in China, and leading numerous teams 
evaluating colleges and universities for 
accreditation. 
Christian higher education, Chamber-
lain says, is faced with various challenges. 
They include challenges to achieve and 
maintain a clear sense of mission, active-
ly to recruit for faculty and staff positions 
people who are both Christian and com-
petent to achieve this mission, and to 
communicate more effectively to our con-
stituents—students, parents, churches— 
the value and importance of Christian 
higher education. On this last challenge, 
Chamberlain regrets the number of par-
ents who are sending their children to 
non-church institutions, thus failing to 
provide for their children those values 
that were significant for their own lives. 
On changes that have occurred in edu-
cation over the last forty years, Chamber-
Dan Chamberlain Royce Saltzman 
lain comments that students earlier were 
much more likely to believe in absolutes; 
although they did not always follow these 
absolutes, students realized they were 
wrong when they failed to do so. Also in 
earlier years most of his fellow students 
saw education as a privilege and oppor-
tunity; now most students see it as a right 
and as a means of obtaining credentials, 
rather than as a way to become a gen-
uinely educated person. Similarly, edu-
cation was earlier seen as a way to 
improve both the individual and the com-
munity—a societal good; now it is very 
often considered a private benefit. 
Royce Saltzman, Professor Emeritus 
at the University of Oregon, will lead the 
music program on Thursday evening. 
Included in the program will be former 
college music groups and an impromptu 
choir briefly trained by Saltzman on the 
afternoon prior to the evening program. 
Saltzman attended Messiah College, 
graduated from Goshen College, and 
obtained his doctorate in music from the 
University of Southern California. He 
taught at Upland College in the 1950s and 
1960s. At the University of Oregon he 
co-founded the Oregon Bach Festival, of 
which he was Executive Director. He is 
past national president of the American 
Choral Directors Association, and from 
1985 to 1993 served as president of the 
International Federation for Choral 
Music. 
Saltzman says that the most influential 
factor in his following a career in music 
was growing up in a home that empha-
sized music. Music groups from the Abi-
lene church came to his Kansas home vir-
tually every Sunday to sing. Earl Miller at 
Messiah College encouraged him in 
music, particularly in conducting. "He 
was my mentor, my musical father," he 
recalls, "and I am deeply indebted to him 
for his encouragement and support." 
Saltzman says that the church today 
faces a challenge in music—how to steer 
a course that retains the historic traditions 
of the past, yet still meet 
the spiritual needs of a 
contemporary world. 
Some musicians in the 
church feel that the 
answer lies in borrowing 
from rock, pop, jazz, and 
folk music. The result is a 
marriage of musical ele-
ments into worship that 
tries to unite the secular 
with the sacred, thereby 
obscuring, even obliterat-
ing, what for centuries 
has been fundamental to Christian wor-
ship. The proponents of this union justify 
it on the basis that the church needs to 
speak a language that is up to date. 
The other side of this problem is a 
church that uses music so archaic that it 
has no relevance to the present. Worship 
is much more than a performance by the 
choir in a musical language that is for-
eign to those in the pew. The challenge of 
the church today is to find music that 
through praise and reverence will provide 
an access to worship. 
Saltzman has a continuing interest in 
music on the international level because 
choral music is an international language. 
Regardless of differences in culture, pol-
itics, religion, race, and language, people 
become as one when they sing together. 
He knows of no other discipline, includ-
ing sports, that does this so effectively. To 
be a teacher of this kind of international 
language is indeed a high calling. 
Phyllis Hershey Carlson graduated from 
Upland College in 1953. She is a mission part-
ner of the General Conference Mennonite 
Church. Having retired from four years of 
teaching at Nishimachi International School, 
she is currently a part-time English teacher at 
a Christian school for girls in Tokyo, Japan. 
Registration forms for the 
Upland College/Academy 
reunion have been mailed to 
graduates, former students, 
staff, faculty, and trustee 
board members. Anyone 
knowing of persons not receiv-
ing a registration form, please 
forward their names and 
addresses to Eloise Engle, 896 
West Arrow Highway, Upland, 
CA 91786. Donations may be 
mailed to Ray M. Musser, P.O. 
Box 174, Upland, CA 91785. 
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How's the weather? Messiah Col-
lege's answer to that universal question is 
now being broadcast across the central 
Pennsylvania region through a coopera-
tive venture with a Harrisburg-based tele-
vision station. 
According to Dr. John Gredy, vice 
president for community relations, the 
idea for installing a weather station at 
Messiah came about when he was dis-
cussing community connection ideas 
with professionals from Channel 27's 
WHTM NewsCenter. Keeping in mind 
his overall goals for Messiah's commu-
nity relations program—increasing local 
awareness of the college, building a 
national reputation, and cultivating rela-
t ionships with external community 
groups—Gredy realized that the weather 
station could provide the perfect oppor-
tunity to help accomplish at least two of 
those objectives. 
But Messiah is, after all, an educa-
tional institution, and the weather station 
needed to fulfill educational purposes as 
well in order to be a worthwhile venture. 
It didn't take more than a few discus-
sions for faculty in the Natural Sciences 
Department to get excited about the aca-
demic opportunities the station could 
bring. While several faculty currently 
include snippets of meteorology in their 
classes, having a weather station on cam-
pus would certainly enhance studies in 
that field. In fact, Dr. Noel Falk, chair of 
the Natural Sciences Department, hopes 
to add a course in meteorology to Messi-
ah's curriculum in the future. 
Purchased at great discount (due to 
Messiah's educational status) from Auto-
mated Weather Source, a Maryland-
based company, the college's new weath-
er station is housed in Kline Hall of Sci-
ence. As a stand-alone, fully automated 
weather system, it combines quality 
weather sensors with microprocessor-
controlled data logging, visual displays, 
and software for communications and 
graphical display. Messiah's station may 
be interconnected to other weather sta-
tions across the country through an auto-
mated weather source network, allowing 
for data-sharing from other locations. 
Data gathered at Messiah from roof-top 
sensors includes wind speed, tempera-
ture, precipitation, humidity, and barom-
eter readings. At any given moment, 
Channel 27 's weather anchor Chuck 
Rhodes can access information displayed 
on the screens in Grantham and broadcast 
it—with Messiah's logo—across the 
region during its weather segment. 
"The beauty of this is that we not only 
have our own independent weather sta-
tion, but we also can engage weather sta-
tions from other areas of the country," 
says Gredy. "As we become more 
sophisticated with weather reporting here 
at Messiah, it also becomes a resource 
for our own FM radio station and on-
campus newspaper, as well as giving us 
more exposure on television. And the 
educational opportunities will bring long-
term value to the project." 
Martin Luther King's widow 
highlights 1996-1997 Lyceum 
Messiah College recently announced 
its lineup for next year's Susquehanna 
Valley Lyceum. Highlighting the series is 
an appearance by Coretta Scott King, 
wife of the slain civil rights leader, who 
will be on campus the same weekend as 
the National Multicultural Student Lead-
ership Conference. 
On Friday, October 11, 1996, Andrea 
Mitchell will take the Lyceum stage. 
Mitchell, who has reported on national 
political issues from the White House 
and Capitol Hill for NBC News since 
1980, moved to a new post as chief for-
eign affairs correspondent for the net-
work in 1994. Her experience 
and insight should make for 
interesting commentary as the 
presidential and other elections 
heat up. 
Coretta Scott King will visit 
Messiah College on Friday, 
November 8, 1996. Mrs. King 
is the founder and former 
chairman, president and chief 
executive officer of the MLK 
Women's basketball team 
celebrates another win 
The Messiah College women's 
basketball team finished their 
best season ever with a second 
place finish in the Middle 
Atlantic Conference and a 19-
7 record. They received their 
first-ever invitation to the 
NCAA Tournament as one of 
the best eight teams in the Mid-
Atlantic region. 
Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change, 
Inc., in Atlanta, Georgia—the living 
memorial to her husband. The center pre-
serves and promotes the legacy of what 
the human rights movement accom-
plished under his leadership. 
Successful businessman Herman Cain 
is next in line to take the Lyceum stage 
on Friday, February 21. 1997. Common 
characteristics of success are highlighted 
in Herman C a i n ' s impress ive and 
improbable career: dishwasher, math-
ematician, systems executive, burger 
"king", pizza "czar," and restaurant 
industry leader. His sixty-minute presen-
tation illustrates that the American 
Dream can happen with self-understand-
ing and a focused strategy of life. 
Terry Waite will close out the Lyceum 
on Friday, April 4, 1997, with a lecture 
on "The Test of Humanity: Resolving 
Conflict." Waite was taken hostage in 
Beirut while negotiating for the release of 
Western hostages on behalf of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Several years after 
his captivity, Waite continues his work in 
conflict resolution in Northern Ireland 
and other areas of conflict worldwide. 
Individual tickets go on sale at the 
Messiah College ticket office three weeks 
prior to each event for $12.50 for lower-
level and $10 for balcony seats. Sub-
scriptions for all four events are current-
ly available at a discounted price of $40 
for lower-level and $30 for balcony. To 
order, write to Susquehanna Valley Ly-
ceum, c/o Community Relations Office, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027. 






Looking at "Messiah" 
More often than not, when I hear the 
word "Messiah," I think of a piece of 
music—specifically, the master work of 
George Frederick Handel that was accom-
plished in the middle of the eighteenth 
century and lives to this day. Handel's 
"Messiah" moves many of us deeply be-
cause his composition expresses, in a 
grand way, the core belief of the New 
Testament church: that the coming of 
Jesus is the fulfillment of the hope for the 
long-awaited Deliverer, a Restorer, who 
would bring salvation and inaugurate a 
new age. This was the message so boldly 
proclaimed by Peter on the Day of Pente-
cost recorded in Acts 2:22-36. In this bril-
liant sermon, Peter takes an Old Testa-
ment passage, Psalm 16:9-11, and applies 
it to Jesus. Here is a summary of Peter's 
thoughts: 
1. Psalm 16 refers to the resurrection 
of somebody (Acts 2:27,31). 
2. David (the human author of the 
Psalm) doesn't qualify (David's body is 
still in the grave). 
3. David knew the promise of God 
regarding a Messiah; therefore the Psalm 
does not refer to David, but to the coming 
Messiah (Acts 2:30,31). 
4. The Messiah will be one who rises 
from the dead (Acts 2:31). 
Then in Acts 2:32 Peter cinches his 
argument. "This Jesus, God raised up 
again.. ." In essence, Peter is saying, 
"You're looking for a Messiah? The Mes-
siah will be one who rises from the dead; 
this Jesus God has raised! So look no fur-
ther." Through the glory of the resurrec-
tion Jesus is attested to be "both Lord and 
Messiah" (Acts 2:36). 
You may be surprised to know that 
only twice in the Old Testament (Daniel 
9:25-26) and twice in the New Testament 
(John 1:41; 4:25) does the name "Messi-
ah" appear. In both occurrences in John's 
Gospel there is an editorial note after the 
title Messiah, explaining that "Messiah" 
(Messian, Messias) is the Hebrew/Ara-
maic word which means the same as the 
Greek word "Christ" (Christos) used 500 
times in the N.T. The word "Messiah" 
comes from a verb which originally 
meant "to anoint," "to smear," "to spread 
or rub with a liquid." The title "Messiah" 
means then "anointed one." Literally, 
Jesus is "the anointed one." 
In the Old Tes tament , prophets , 
priests, and kings were "anointed" or had 
"liquid spread over them." Anointings 
were used to set these people apart or con-
secrate them to their work or office. 
Together these three positions illustrate 
the role of Messiah. Jesus was prophet, 
priest, and king par excellence. At the 
time of Jesus the most popular under-
standing among the Jews for the term 
"Messiah" was a coming political leader 
who would deliver the Jewish people 
from the tyranny of Roman rule. Jesus 
considerably modified the concept! 
Humanly speaking, this led to the cross. 
Most Jewish leaders were simply not 
expecting a suffering Messiah or a king-
dom of the heart. 
Theologically, being an anointed one 
meant several things: 
1. Being set apart to God's service. 
Such persons were regarded as having a 
special mission in God's economy. 
2. Divine enablement. This might in-
clude anything from the ability to work 
miracles (e.g. Elijah, Elisha) to speaking 
God's truth accurately and authoritative-
ly (i.e., the prophets in general), or simply 
serving in the holy place (the priests) 
where the average citizen could not gen-
erally go. 
Ultimately, though, the promised 
deliverer bore the title "Messiah" which 
came to mean the One long expected, the 
Restorer, the Redeemer (See 1 Peter 
3:18.) 
Can you imagine the wonder of the 
two disciples in Luke 24:13-35 when they 
realized with fullness of heart that the one 
with whom they had recently been walk-
ing, talking, and eating was the risen 
Messiah! He was the one they had been 
looking for all their lives. 
Practically, there are several truths that 
emerge for us. 
1. When we acknowledge Jesus as 
Messiah, we declare him to be the hope of 
the ages and the fulfillment of God's 
promise. Our hope and future are wrapped 
up with him. We declare that our search 
for any other so-called "messiahs" has 
ended. We say with Peter in John 6:68, 
"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
words of eternal life." 
2. When we acknowledge Jesus as 
Messiah, we embrace him as our Prophet, 
Priest, and King. As Prophet, we receive 
the Word (ultimately all Scripture) as the 
authoritative truth from God to us. As 
Priest, we rely on Jesus' death, the sacri-
fice of himself, as powerful enough to 
wash away our sins and bring us into right 
relationship with God, providing us with 
the forgiveness and meaning for which 
we've been searching. As King, we re-
serve the central place of our lives for 
Jesus Christ. We seek his rulership daily 
(Mt. 6:33). 
3. When we acknowledge Jesus as 
Messiah we announce that He alone ful-
fills our deepest longings. We humans 
dig many wells looking for water that 
truly satisfies; it is found only in the Mes-
siah. (See John 7:37.) 
George F. Handel was depressed, lone-
ly, and broke in the summer of 1741. He 
was commissioned, out of the blue, to 
write an oratorio on the theme of the 
Redeemer. It changed his life. Handel 
thought it would take him a year, perhaps 
two, to compose such a work. He accom-
plished it in 24 days, filling 260 pages of 
manuscript. Sir Newman Flower writes, 
"Considering the immensity of the work 
and the short time involved, it will 
remain, perhaps forever, the greatest feat 
in the whole history of musical composi-
tion." The greater wonder, however, was 
that for Handel, the Savior became real 
and significant. He met the Messiah and it 
lives on in his legacy. 
We hear the majesty of the Lord Jesus 
in Handel's music; we also hear the com-
passion. Jesus was anointed to end our 
search for forgiveness and fulfillment. We 
hear, as Corrie Ten Boom wrote, "There 
is no pit so deep, that he is not deeper 
still." That's Jesus...that's Messiah. 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, hid. 
Elementary Teachers 
Applications are being accept-
ed for teachers of grades 1 and 
3, and a part-time middle school 
computer/language arts teacher 
for the 1996-97 school year at 
Kraybill Mennonite School, an 
accred i ted K-8 school wi th 
enrollment of 376. 
Call John Weber, Administra-
tor, at (717) 653-5236, or write to 
598 Kraybill Church Rd., Mount 
Joy, PA 17552. 
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Hiecipleehip for the 21st Century_ 
Shall we go up 
to Jerusalem? 
Should the United States support the 
relocation of the Israeli capital from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem? This is becoming an 
active issue for Christians in the United 
States as some of our politicians, includ-
ing presidential aspirants, are expressing 
favor toward the proposal. 
This issue is not only about politics 
and foreign policy. Political views are 
ultimately an expression of theology. We 
need to examine the theology which has 
been expressed in the past century by the 
creation and sustenance of modern Israel. 
First we should remember the teach-
ing of our Lord that his followers should 
love their neighbors as themselves, and 
that "...in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this 
sums up the Law and the Prophets." 
America 's Christ ians have been 
taught by dispensationalism to overlook 
the breaking of the golden rule in regards 
to the Palestinians. Dispensationalism has 
justified this by its interpretation of Old 
Testament prophetic writings, claiming 
that the reestablishment of Israel as a 
political entity in Palestine is an arrange-
ment intended by God as a prime feature 
Substance Abuse 
Counselor 
The Navajo Brethren in Christ 
Mission near Bloomfield, New 
Mexico, recently ratified plans to 
begin a residential alcohol and 
drug treatment program at the 
mission. The mission is looking 
for a trained counselor with either 
a Masters' degree in counseling, 
or experience in counseling sub-
stance abusers. The program will 
involve both single men and fam-
ilies. The initial commitment 
would be for 2-3 years, and the 
support would be similar to the 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
package. Interested persons 
should contact: 
Charles Byer, Supt. 
HC 63, Box 6000 
Bloomfield, NM 87413-9405 
phone (505) 632-1212 
fax (505) 632-8922 
of end-time events. This theological per-
spective is relatively new, arising in the 
late 19th century. It gained sufficient 
strength in the United States to shape 
Middle East policy for several genera-
tions. Teachings of Jesus and Paul have 
been shoe-horned into this perspective; 
those not fitting have been either spiritu-
alized or relegated to Christ's millennial 
reign. 
The reestablishment of Israel in the 
20th century is the political outworking 
of a theological perspective. Shifting the 
Israeli capital to Jerusalem is another 
step, a highly symbolic one, in that pro-
cess. Is this perspective a proper view of 
Scripture? Is it consistent with the gospel 
of Jesus as explained by St. Paul? I sub-
mit that it is not. 
The Old Testament reveals repeatedly 
that God's promise of land to ancient 
Israel was not unconditional. They lost 
their land because of disobedience. God's 
promise of restoration was fulfilled twice 
in history—at the end of the Babylonian 
captivity, and again under the Maccabees 
prior to Christ's first advent. The events 
of the 3rd and 2nd centuries B.C. bear 
striking resemblance to the events depict-
ed in Daniel 11. 
Jesus himself explained that Jewish 
rejection of God's son would result in a 
change in custody of the "vineyard," 
which would be given to "a people who 
will produce its fruit" (Matthew 21:33-
43). He predicted the destruction of 
Jerusalem, but not the reestablishment of 
Jewish nationhood in end times. His ref-
erence to a blooming fig tree was men-
tion of a harbinger of summer—he did 
not say that a blooming fig tree would be 
a signal of the end of the age. 
CPS REUNION 
The 51st annual eastern CPS 
reunion will be held August 3 and 4, 
1996, at the Lancaster Mennonite High 
School. 2176 Lincoln Highway East, 
Lancaster, Pa. This event is open to all 
who have served in Civilian Public 
Service. Programs and registration 
forms will be sent to those on the mail-
ing list. If you want to be sure you are 
on the mailing list or want more infor-
mation, contact John B. Sauder, 1001 
E. Oregon Road, Lititz, PA 17543. 
Phone (717) 560-4256. 
The Apostle Paul explains repeatedly 
that the mystery of the gospel is that God 
intended all humankind for inclusion in 
his "people." By his atoning death, Jesus 
inaugurated that expanded peoplehood, 
the Church. Paul supports this explana-
tion of the gospel by redefining Jewish-
ness (Romans 2:28-29; 9:6), and he refers 
to the Church as the "Israel of God" (Gal. 
6:15-16). 
Paul details how the work of Jesus, 
on the cross and subsequently in the 
hearts of those who believe in him, brings 
reconciliation of human to God, and of 
human to human. Jesus destroyed the 
dividing wall; through the cross he put 
the hostility to death, thus creating a new 
people (Eph. 2:14-22). Herein is blessed-
ness for Jew and Gentile alike. It is 
through the Church that the wisdom of 
God will be made known to the world 
(Eph. 3:10). 
The centerpiece of God's plan for his-
tory is not the modern Israeli state, but 
rather it's the Church—the supra-ethnic, 
supra-national body of people brought 
together by faith in Jesus and commit-
ment to his gospel. Jesus is the chief cor-
nerstone, but to many he is still a stum-
bling block, a rock of offense. 
Moving the Israeli capital to Jeru-
salem would further cement a commit-
ment to continue following the Old 
Covenant. It would perpetuate the hostil-
ity which Jesus died to abolish. It would 
make more difficult the conversion of 
Middle East people, Jew and non-Jew, 
to follow Jesus. 
Christians should not support the relo-
cation of the Israeli capital. Rather, we 
should support policies which progress 
toward unification of Jews and Palestini-
ans under a new constitution, within the 
pre-World War II borders of Palestine, 
with a new name and with majority 
democratic rule. Such policies would be 
consistent with the gospel of Jesus. They 
would also help defuse Palestinian anger 
over the injustice they've suffered. 
Could such a change happen in Pales-
tine? Would America's Christians sup-
port it? It would require a lot of renewed 
hearts and minds, a lot of new birth. But 
for Jesus' sake, let's try. He died to make 
it possible! 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio. 
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Dear friends wanting change. 
Fear, doubt, cynicism, hatred, vio-
lence, distrust, decadence.... Dare we, fol-
lowers of a resurrected Christ, be weak-
ened and destroyed by these approaches 
to life? Dare we dwell on cruelty and 
crimes, and revive and review them each 
year? We are admonished to cease to do 
evil and learn to do good; to look up, 
knowing our redemption is near; to love 
mercy and walk humbly with our God. 
As we are confronted with corruption 
and corroding cultures, political pitches 
and revisiting the terrible things that hap-
pened April 19—the Davidian debacle and 
the Oklahoma bombing—I'm urging you 
to refuse to be saturated with these and 
other evils surrounding us. Rather, let us 
each be true peacemakers. Let us deliber-
ately look for good, justice, and kindness, 
and commend it wherever we find it in 
the public or private areas of life. Then, 
during the week of April 19, with serious 
resolve and goodwill, seek people and 
programs needing help and encourage-
ment and give it in our own unique ways. 
Write a letter, sing a song, give blood, 
make a video, dig a ditch, give a hug.... 
Find and meet a need. 
Oceans are made of drops. Trends are 
made of acts. Characters are made of 
thoughts. We can be positive and helpful. 
Let us involve as many others as possible 
to join us in reversing the negatives of 
our time. Together we can make the week 
of April 19 a time of rejoicing and hope. 
LET'S DO IT! 
Betty J. Rosentrater 
Nappanee, Indiana 
I would like to comment on the cover 
and lead article by Keith Wright in the 
February 1996 issue. The opening phrase 
on the cover, "By providing a comfort-
able atmosphere where Christianity is 
lived out...," struck me as an oxymoron. I 
wanted to put it in the same place as "full-
time Christian service." I think I do 
understand what both phrases are trying 
to say. What bothers me is what both 
imply. Does not the use of "full-time 
Christian service" imply that part-time is 
also possible? Likewise does not the 
phrase "...comfortable atmosphere where 
Christianity is lived out..." not imply that 
there is not an uncomfortable atmosphere 
where Christianity is lived out? 
In both cases I have trouble matching 
the implications with Scripture. In all four 
gospels Jesus himself talks about taking 
up the cross. In Matthew he also says that 
he has come to bring not peace but a 
sword. Neither of these verses convey to 
me the idea of a life that will provide a 
comfortable atmosphere for living out my 
faith. 
In fairness to Keith Wright, let me say 
that I believe I can support the main thrust 
of his article: using everything at our dis-
posal for advancing the Kingdom of God. 
As a consumer of both personal and busi-
ness products, I am acutely aware of the 
positive image companies are trying to 
create for their product. As a consumer I 
have to struggle to separate what the 
salesman says and what reality will be if 
I choose to purchase the product in ques-
tion. 
I do question if God's idea for the 
church was to follow the leads of the cul-
ture. Is not the purpose of the church to 
lead, not follow the culture in which we 
live? 
The words of John Zercher written 25 
years ago [also in the February issue: 
"E.V. Timelines"] are still true. "The 
result of biblical tension is not the can-
celing out of the two truths held in ten-
sion, but the discovery of the new truth 
that is exciting and biblical. Out of the 
tension of grace and human effort rises 
the truth of obedience. The tension of love 
for God and love for neighbor produces 
the life of a love-motivated ministry. And 
from the tension of individual responsi-
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
bility and disciplined fellowship comes 
the new community of love and concern." 
Karl M. Hess 
Lancaster, Pa. 
I am responding to an article, "The 
Long Dark Shadow of the Centurion" by 
John K. Stoner, which was in the Febru-
ary Visitor. I would like to know why the 
writer brought up the issue of a person's 
career, in light of the great faith this per-
son had. In Matt. 8:10 Jesus did not mar-
vel at the centurion because of his pro-
fession, but at the great personal faith of a 
believer who happened to be a soldier. 
John 3:16 says "whosoever believes on 
him shall have everlasting life." This 
verse gives no limitations about who 
becomes a believer. 
I don't think we should stigmatize a 
profession just because we don't support 
what he does. As the writer points out, 
Jesus did not condemn the centurion, but 
gave him redemption. 
I believe the Brethren in Christ people 
need to think as Paul did in Rom. 2:11, 
"For there is no respect of persons with 
God." That is the faith we need to have in 
today's society. 





Work on the 1997 Family 
Activity Calendar is under-
way. Persons and organiza-
tions with events and 
memos to be listed in the 
calendar should submit them 
no later than June 1 to: 
Board for Media Ministries 
Evangel Press 
Attn: Ken Herman 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Phone (800) 253-9315 
Thanks for your 
cooperation. 
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Dear Paul, 
It was an Easter pageant to end all Easter pageants, and I 
was playing Jesus. And that misty Sunday morning in April I 
learned a lifetime of lessons about the cross of Jesus Christ. 
I don't know why they asked me to play Jesus. Maybe it's 
because as a youth pastor, I was generally crazy enough to try 
anything once. And they probably thought that if they could 
get anyone to hang from a giant wooden cross in front of the 
church on a fairly busy highway, it would be me. 
"Cool," I thought. "I get to play Jesus and hang on a cross." 
This church always seemed to do everything right. The 
beard was of lifelike quality, glued on and matched perfectly to 
the color of my hair. The crown of thorns looked truly menac-
ing. The fake blood oozing from my brow and painted in 
stripes across my back was realistic beyond belief. 
But the cross...the cross was HUGE. 
One of the carpenters in the church had 
fashioned it out of rough-hewn 6" x 6" 
timbers, and it must have been 15 feet 
tall when they stuck it in the ground. I 
was to drag it through the courtyard of 
the church, recite my lines ("Daughters 
of Jerusalem, weep not for me but for 
yourselves and for your children"), and 
then proceed to the designated "place of 
the skull" outside the sanctuary, next to 
the church sign. There they would help 
me up onto the cross, where I would 
deliver my final lines and die. 
My first lesson came on my own 
"via dolorosa," as I was dragging this 
"behemoth" on my back through the 
courtyard. It was truly a challenge to 
keep it balanced so that I wouldn't tum-
ble over to one side or the other. I was taken aback by the 
weight of this burden. For Christ to carry the cross after all he 
had been through the night before would have taken incredible 
strength—and heavenly resolve. For not only was Jesus carry-
ing the weight of the cross, but the full weight of our sin as 
well. "Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sor-
rows," wrote the prophet. And he did so (as you have reminded 
us in your letter to the Philippians) in obedience to God: "And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to death—even death on a cross!" Herein was 
the lesson as I struggled to maintain my balance in the court-
yard. His was an obedience to carrying the weight of my sin. 
And he carried it to his own death. 
The mist of the morning was beginning to turn to a light 
drizzle as a couple of ushers dressed like Roman soldiers 
helped me get the cross off my back and wrestle it into the 
ground. I needed a ladder to climb up to my precarious perch. 
They had worked to make it look as real as possible, providing 
a narrow platform only wide enough for my heels. Two large 
nails, one on either side of the cross-piece were all I had to 
hold on to to keep me from falling headlong off the wooden 
monster to the lawn below. 
People began to file quietly out of the courtyard, out to the 
front of the church, lining the street and gazing up through the 
drizzle at the figure clad only with a piece of white bed-sheet 
girded about his loins. I was having a hard time maintaining 
my footing on the little platform. I concentrated on delivering 
my lines with as much passion as I could muster. "I am 
thirsty!" The drizzle was now a steady rain, and the crowd was 
quickly thinning. They were moving inside, getting their new 
Easter clothes out of the moisture, preparing themselves for the 
commencement of the glorious resurrection morning service. 
Meanwhile, I was still up on the cross, hanging there in the 
rain in only my underwear. Everyone had escaped to the shel-
ter of the sanctuary, and I was there 
alone, a good distance off the ground, 
trying with all my might to appear sav-
ior-like, and not slip off the cross and 
hurt myself. A car went by with a group 
of high school kids. I remember a fist 
clenched in a sarcastic salute coming 
out of the back window of the vehicle 
and a voice screaming at the top of its 
lungs, "AWLRIGGHHT JEEEESUS!!," 
as they sped away. 
Here was my second lesson on the 
cross. This was no longer drama. This 
was embarrassment. I was being humili-
ated for all the world to see. The writer 
of Hebrews probably summed it up the 
best when he called us to fix our eyes 
on Jesus, "...who for the joy set before 
him endured the cross, scorning its 
shame...." Not only was the cross a burden borne in obedience 
to the Father, it was a symbol of outright humiliation and 
shame. Jesus was criminalized, victimized, and penalized for 
all of the world to see—right there on the main street of human 
history. Golgotha was Satan's billboard advertising his distaste 
for the love of God. And Jesus just stayed up there in the com-
pany of hoodlums and took it—publicly disgraced, quietly pro-
claiming with arms open wide, that God so loved the world. 
In those few moments of play-acting, I found the cross to be 
a frighteningly lonely place to be. It didn't help that in our dis-
cussion of the logistics of the pageant we had forgotten to plan 
how I would get down off the cross. And there really hadn't 
been any thought given to the fact that it might rain, that my 
perch might be slippery, and that my leap to the ground might 
be injurious to my health. Everyone had simply assumed that 
someone else would help me down off the cross—or that I 
would just help myself. 
Here I was, arms and legs beginning to cramp up, soaked to 
the bone, my beard coming off my face, and the realization 
struck me like a bolt of lightning: He was all alone when he did 
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this. There was no supporting cast, no stage hands, no stunt 
men, no director to say, "Okay, that's a print. Now let's get 
him down off of there before he gets hurt." His cry of, "My 
God...why have you forsaken me?" was a cry of utter despair 
and alone-ness. When Jesus walked this lonesome valley, as 
the old spiritual laments, he had to walk it by himself. Nobody 
else could walk it for him. 
I needed to make a decision. Not only did 1 need to get off 
of the cross, but I was also scheduled to read Scripture at the 
opening of the worship service. (I still wonder to this day what 
would have happened if they came to the beginning of the ser-
vice and T had been nowhere to be found?) I steadied and read-
ied myself, then propelled myself out with arms spread like an 
eagle and plunged to the muddy lawn below. I landed on my 
feet and then my knees, and then my hands and knees, with 
my bedsheet loin-cloth trailing behind me. I almost heard the 
angels singing eternal hallelujahs as I breathed a sigh of relief 
that I hadn't broken an ankle. I gathered myself, my beard and 
bedsheet together, and hobbled into the pastor's study on spas-
tic legs to change into my Easter best. 
I wondered afterwards if anyone had really known what 
they had witnessed that rainy Easter morning. Certainly 
nobody had seen what I had seen. Still to this day your words 
to the brethren in Corinth hold a depth of meaning for me that 
I can feel better than I can articulate: "For the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God." 
Can any of us ever comprehend the power of what Christ 
Jesus accomplished on the cross at Calvary? Will we ever be 
able to imagine how foolish it seems to those who are simply 
out for a Sunday drive? "...But we preach Christ crucified," as 
you have said, "a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those whom God has called...Christ the power 
of God and the wisdom of God." 
I learned a lifetime of lessons about the cross that rainy 
Easter morning. Maybe the most lasting was that a man's 
moment of greatest shame and humiliation was at the same 
time God's finest hour. While I struggled to save face, Christ's 
struggle was to save me, not to act out a moral play. His desire 
was to "reconcile to himself all things...by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross." 
I vowed that day to never play Jesus again—especially if it 
meant spending time on a cross. When Christ died for sins, he 
died for them once for all. And for me, that's the best message 
of all for an Easter morning! 
Your brother in Christ, 
O. 
Focusing our Mission 
continued from page 30 
people to help manage the ministry, I 
was the preacher, evangelist, coun-
selor, and discipler. 
At the next board meeting I out-
lined what I had learned at the recent 
seminar and suggested that we reor-
ganize our structure so that our con-
gregation would be built on the laity. 
The first segment of our restruc-
turing was to train lay ministers of 
pastoral care. We chose six lay leaders 
and met with them each Sunday after-
noon for several months. Af ter an 
introductory and installation service, 
they, with their spouses, began their 
ministry with enthusiasm and antici-
pation. Each pastoral team cared for 
six families or people units. With just 
one visit each month they could visit 
each of their "family" twice a year. 
Within a year all of our constituency 
was experiencing more attention and 
pa s to r a l ca re than they eve r had 
before. 
Within two years our church board 
had chosen and trained leaders who 
were proficient at their ministries. 
After three years with the new struc-
ture, I no longer sat on the regular 
church committees—finance, Chris-
tian Education, trustees, etc. I led. 
equipped, and cared for the pastoral 
needs of the church board and the lay 
pastors and used my time in outreach, 
follow-up, discipleship, and in teach-
ing others to do the same. 
The results: (1) We had two-thirds 
of our Sunday morning congregation 
involved in ministry in the church and 
community. (2) New Life Church was 
a happy congregation, employed and 
cared for. 
New Life Church continues to be a 
congregation that actively trains and 
employs her lay people, although the 
structure of ministry has changed 
somewhat since 1984. As a result, lost 
people are coming to Christ, Chris-
tians are growing and developing in 
their faith, the attendance and mem-
bership is growing, and tithes and 
offerings are increasing, as is giving 
to Cooperative Ministries. A daughter 
church planting is projected for 1998, 
as well as the building of larger wor-
ship and education facilities. 
T h e r e are s e v e r a l w a y s of 
" e m p l o y i n g the l a i ty" and many 
resources that offer help to any con-
gregation which wants to give more 
ministry to the laity. Through the next 
five years of growing, discipling, and 
sending, I suggest that with a proper-
ly trained and equipped laity, we will 
more effectively "be the church." • 
Is a job at 
Kenbrook 
for you? 
Does your idea of a night out 
include constructing shelter and 
cooking over an open fire? Does 
your top 40 list include "Awesome 
God," "Pharaoh, Pharaoh," or "The 
Peanut Song?" Does getting away 
from it all involve spending a week 
with 100 other campers in a wooded 
setting? 
If you answered yes to any of 
these questions and you want to 
share the love of Jesus with campers 
ages 8-18, then do we ever have a 
job for you! 
Summer salaried positions in-
clude 3 male counselors, 3 female 
counselors, a nurse, and an assistant 
cook. Volunteer positions available 
for a week or more include: special 
needs caregiver, maintenance crew, 
kitchen, and camp grandparents. 
For further information about 
how you can have the blessing of 
serving at Kenbrook this summer, 
write or call the camp. 
Kenbrook Bible Camp 
501 Pine Meadow Drive 
Lebanon, PA 17046 
Phone (717) 865-4547 






by R. Dale Shaw 
Recently when I heard someone 
say, "In college and seminary poten-
tial pastors are taught to minister, not 
to teach ministering," I asked myself, 
"Is that why we have a number of 
weak congregations throughout North 
America?" 
Brethren in Christ people agree that 
our concep t of pastoral leadership 
must come f rom the Scripture. Eph-
e s i a n s 4 has g i v e n me i m p o r t a n t 
direction under which I established 
my philosophy of pastoral leadership. 
Read these words f r o m Ephes ians 
4:11-12: "And he gave some [to be] 
apos t les ; and some, p rophe ts ; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ" 
(KJV). 
Most congregations today employ 
a paid leader to minister for them. 
This is an Old Testament philosophy 
of ministry. In the New Testament, 
the primary purpose of a leadership 
ministry was to equip the congrega-
tion to minister, as Paul pointed out in 
Ephesians 4. 
The essential concept of ministry in 
the church s tems f rom the life and 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
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work of Jesus himself. "The Son of 
Man," he said, "did not come to be 
served, but to serve" (Mark 10:45). 
Although the accounts in the four 
gospels are brief, we know that Jesus 
pract iced an equipping leadership 
among his disciples. He found oth-
ers to minister. He found Philip and 
said to him, "Follow me." Jesus con-
tinued to discover others who could 
minister. Some turned away because 
t h e y w o u l d no t m e e t t h e h e a v y 
demands of work in the kingdom. 
Look at the present situation. The 
young minister leaves college or sem-
inary with the idea of accomplishing 
great things for God. He tries adjust-
ing to the expectations the congrega-
tion has for him. 
While the minister is feeling the 
burden of leadership for the congre-
gation, members in the pews are frus-
trated in another way. They faithfully 
attend worship services Sunday after 
Sunday, to be exhorted to live better 
Christian lives, give more liberally to 
the c h u r c h , and be m o r e f a i t h f u l 
about attending church meetings. 
It often seems that the purpose of 
attending church and Sunday school 
is to receive the weekly admonition 
to " a t t e n d c h u r c h a n d S u n d a y 
school." In a circular way the morn-
ing service is the time to be exhorted 
to attend evening service, the evening 
service is the time to be exhorted to 
a t t e n d W e d n e s d a y n i g h t , a n d 
Wednesday night is the time to be 
exhorted to attend Sunday morning 
service. The patient people who sit 
through these church services Sun-
day after Sunday have been referred 
to as "God 's Frozen People." 
The average congregation 
is f i l l e d w i t h " u n e m -
p l o y e d " C h r i s t i a n s . 
W h e n p e o p l e in t he 
pews fail to participate 
fully in congregational 
l i fe , it is not a l w a y s 
b e c a u s e t h e y a re 
uncommit ted—it may 
be b e c a u s e they a re 
uncalled and untrained and that the 
congregation has no ministry place 
for them. Some congrega t ions are 
f rus t ra t ed because the only " m i n -
istries" the laity have involve people 
in busy-work. 
To solve the problem of the over-
loaded minister, some congregations 
move into multiple-staff situations. If 
this is done to better equip the con-
gregation to minister, this is probably 
a good idea. If it is done with the idea 
in mind that the additional person will 
minister for the congregation, it will 
lead to even greater unemployment 
problems within the congregation. 
Wheneve r you have an average 
two-hundred-member church, there 
are two hundred other parishioners 
who are not regular in attendance or 
in giving. Here then is a group of four 
hundred people. Each person has a 
special set of needs. The one-minister 
church is not able to care for all of 
the areas of concern properly. The 
high drop-out rate in North American 
churches is well known. Most of these 
people are not angry with God. Most 
people leave a church due to apathy, 
boredom, or neglect. 
We Brethren in Christ are not only 
concerned about the present congre-
gation. We are very concerned about 
the millions of people who are lost 
and will spend eternity in hell if they 
do not come to faith in Jesus Christ. 
The evangelization of the community 
in which you live requires the equip-
ping of the congregation to reach it. 
I came home from a church leader-
ship conference in 1977 realizing that 
I was car ry ing the ent i re minis t ry 
workload of the congregation with my 
limited abilities. Although there were 
continued on page 29 
R. Dale Shaw is 
bishop of the Cana-
dian Regional Con-
ference of the Breth-
ren in Christ 
Church. 
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TrdiPoria! 
In the past few months the subject of the resurrec-
tion has been revived in Brethren in Christ circles! 
Luke Keefer, Jr., in his paper delivered at the Breth-
ren in Christ Identity Conference last fall, stated that 
the Brethren in Christ have come into an evangelical 
tradition. This tradition can be seen particularly in 
the focus on the cross and the forgiveness obtained 
through the death of Christ at the expense of the res-
urrection and the victory won through it. In a 
response to the conference appearing in the February 
1996 issue of the Visitor, Kevin Ryan seconds 
Keefer ' s thoughts, stating, "My experience over sev-
enteen years of ministry with the church is that it 
(the Reformed/Evangelical tradition, with its empha-
sis on the cross) has been the predominant influ-
ence." And, in his new book published by Evangel 
Publishing House, God As Loving Grace, Barry L. 
Callen stresses the importance of the resurrection 
when dealing with the work and mission of Christ. 
This editorial is a fourth call for Brethren in Christ to 
examine, to proclaim, and to live in the forgiveness 
of the cross and the power of the resurrection. 
First, as we continue to update our beliefs and 
practices, we would do well to keep in mind the 
Scriptures and Christian traditions which emphasize 
the power demonstrated by God in the resurrection, 
and the implications for our present lives. We would 
also do well to recognize that most popular "Bible 
teachers" and evangelical spokespersons tend to 
place a greater emphasis on the implications of the 
cross than the implications of the empty tomb. This 
may be grounds for pastors and laypersons to devel-
op their biblical and theological skills to the point 
where study and dialogue on issues can go beyond 
the popular level. (This would be a benefit far 
beyond discussing the resurrection.) 
Second, if we can continue to just ify our exis-
Up with the resurrection! 
tence as a denomination, we had better have some 
important grounds on which to stand. Unity of 
believers is a significant concern in the Bible. It 
seems to me that unless we have a substantially dif-
ferent message to proclaim, we would be better off 
joining ranks with other Christians in name and 
works. I do not want to belong to a denomination 
because I have Engle, Winger, Sider, etc., blood 
lines, or because I want to retire to Messiah Village. 
If we are to continue to be a group unto ourselves, 
we need to have substantial theological grounds. In 
looking at our denominational history, one constant 
theme has been the radical optimism in the power of 
God to forgive sins and to transform lives. Given the 
prevailing theological climate in North America, this 
theme (along with several others) seems to be suffi-
cient grounds for our existence, but only if it is a 
present emphasis instead of an historical emphasis. 
As we strive to fulfill our corporate vision of having 
250 growing, discipling, and sending congregations, 
an emphasis on the cross and the resurrection seems 
appropriate and necessary. 
Finally, if the resurrection of Jesus does not 
inform and empower the way we live, as Paul tells 
us, "we are to be pitied more than all men." This is 
not the place for my laundry list of how Christians 
should live in light of the cross and the resurrection, 
but we should be experiencing daily the victory won 
by Christ, even if it has not been fully realized in the 
world around us. 
I appreciate the reminders of the importance of 
the resurrection given to us by people like Luke 
Keefer, Jr., Kevin Ryan, and Barry Callen. Hopefully 
this contribution is closer to the beginning than the 
end of our focus and discussions on the importance 
of the resurrection in our fellowship. 
Gary Freymiller 
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Easter Family Ideas 
A gift for Jesus 
During the Easter season, talk with 
your family about giving something to 
Jesus at this time when we are thinking 
about how he gave his life for us. What 
special gift does each family member 
have? It may be to write a song or 
poem, give some extra time to a job that 
needs to be done in the church, sing 
with the choir. 
After talking about it, have each per-
son make a card to Jesus and express 
what that gift will be. At a dinner (Good 
Friday or Easter would be good), share 
the card with the rest of the family and 
give them a chance to tell how giving 
the gift affected them and others. 
Litter hunt! 
Spring is an especially good time to 
do this activity because the evenings are 
lighter—the sidewalks, streets, and 
alleys are revealing winter's collection 
of trash, litter, and clogged sewer drains. 
Take family responsibility for your 
neighborhood by having a Litter Hunt 
one evening after supper. Give each 
family member a grocery bag and say 
there's an ice cream cone waiting for 
each person who fills it up (little ones 
may need to team up with Mom or 
Dad). If a full bag isn't a reasonable 
expectation, give a time limit when the 
bags will be collected and placed cere-
moniously in your garbage or recycling 
bins, and ice cream enjoyed by all. 
You could also invite other families 
on your block to join in! It's a fun way 
to take mutual responsibility for your 
immediate neighborhood, or even a 
nearby park. Invite everyone to return to 
your house at set time for ice cream 
cones, or popcorn and lemonade. 
The message 
of victory 
Pick a passage of Scripture (more 
than just a single verse) to memorize 
together as a family. Choose a joyous, 
victorious passage that gives some prac-
tical examples of how Christ should be 
alive and conquering in our lives. (Con-
sider 1 Cor. 15:12-19; Col. 3:12-17; 
Phil. 3:8-14; orEph. 3:14-21 as possible 
passages, or check the memory work 
your children will be doing in Sunday 
school for further ideas.) 
Illustrate the verse with a poster; 
have different family members learn 
various portions of the passage, then put 
it together with each person saying his 
or her part; make a crossword puzzle or 
other word puzzle with the passage; put 
a tune to it and sing it, or any other cre-
ative method you can devise. 
Team project 
Find a project that needs doing in 
your church. Pick one in which your 
whole family can participate. Repairing 
and replacing nursery toys and furnish-
ings, painting a Sunday school room, 
planting flower beds, washing windows, 
earning money for a missionary, or get-
ting together a "care package" for a 
needy family would all be possibilities. 
In doing the project, point out to your 
children how you are functioning as a 
team and how you can be part of the 
total church team. Perhaps you can 
share with other families and encourage 
them to pick a project of their own. Help 
your children see the church as a team 
of small functioning teams. 
Excerpted by permission from Store-
house of Family-Time Ideas (David C. 
Cook Publishing Co.) by Dave and Neta 
Jackson, free-lance writers (and the parents 
of two children) who live in Evanston, Illi-
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